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THE ACCEPTABLE SACRIFICE

Gen 4:3-7
3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
KJV
Heb 11:4
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
KJV
Bible Reading

:

Heb 11:1-6
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear.
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witness that he
was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.
5 By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated
him: for before his translation he had this testimony, that he pleased God.
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
Gen 4:3-7
3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord.
4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto
Abel and to his offering:
5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell.
6 And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth? and why is thy countenance fallen?
7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
KJV
Gen 4:7

1

7 If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee
shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
KJV
Since time immemorial, it has been such that man sought for a way to be acceptable to God.
What these verses infer to us:
•

Cain actually knew at that time how to “do well.”
He had such knowledge. A few verses before this says,
Gen 3:21
21 Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God make coats of skins, and clothed them.
KJV
Isa 61:10
10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
KJV
Rom 3:21-26
21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and
the prophets;
22 Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that
believe: for there is no difference:
23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;
24 Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
25 Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;
26 To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus.
KJV
2 Cor 5:21
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him.
KJV
2 Cor 5:1-4
1 For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God,
an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our house which is from heaven:
3 If so be that being clothed we shall not be found naked.
4 For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we would be unclothed,
but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life.
KJV

•

When they were kids, Adam properly taught and trained them.
You remember that it was Adam who named the animals. It was Adam who steward the garden.
Gen 2:19-20
19 And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and
brought them unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living
creature, that was the name thereof.
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20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but
for Adam there was not found an help meet for him.
KJV
Gen 2:15-17
15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.
KJV
Gen 2:15-16
15 And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.
16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:
KJV
Of all the beautiful animals, how could Abel choose to take care of sheep more than dogs or cats and
other exotic animals? Except that Adam actually taught him because as taught by God, “her seed”
which should come as a redeemer whose blood will be shed like a sheep…
Gen 3:15
15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall
bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
KJV
1 Peter 1:19
19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
KJV
Isa 53:7
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to
the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
KJV
John 1:29
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.
KJV
•

God Himself reminded him that he knew how to do well and that had to do well.
Otherwise, sin lies at the door and desires to take him.
God was telling him, do not prolong what you do. Rule over this situation.
A familiar passage:
Luke 22:31
31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as
wheat:
KJV
James 1:14-15
14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death.
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KJV
Prov 4:23
23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
KJV
•

Cain was an empty professor
Jude 11-13
11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam
for reward, and perished in the gainsaying of Core.
12 These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without
fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit,
twice dead, plucked up by the roots;
13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the
blackness of darkness for ever.
KJV
Jude 11-13
11 Woe to them, in that they have walked the road of Kayin, they have given themselves over for
money to the error of Bil‘am, they have been destroyed in the rebellion of Korach. 12 These men are
filthy spots at your festive gatherings meant to foster love; they share your meals without a qualm,
while caring only for themselves. They are waterless clouds carried along by the winds; trees without
fruit even in autumn, and doubly dead because they have been uprooted; 13 savage sea-waves
heaving forth their shameful deeds like foam; wandering stars for whom the blackest darkness has
been reserved forever.
CJB
Prov 25:14
14 Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.
KJV
2 Peter 2:17
17 These are wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the mist of
darkness is reserved for ever.
KJV
Cain initially was a religious man, evidently proud of his achievements as a “tiller of the ground” that
God had “cursed” (Genesis 4:2; 3:17). He assumed that God would be much impressed with the
beautiful basket of his “fruit of the ground” that he presented as an “offering unto the LORD.” Cain
became bitterly angry when God “had not respect” to Cain and his offering (Genesis 4:3-5).
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,” shedding the blood of an
innocent lamb in substitution for his own sin and guilt before God, “by which he obtained witness that
he was righteous” (Hebrews 11:4). Since “faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God”
(Romans 10:17), Abel was merely obeying God’s Word, but Cain, proud and self-righteous in attitude,
was presuming to offer up his own merits in payment for the privilege of coming to God.
This was a “false gift,” however, with no meritorious value at all before God, “like clouds and wind
without rain.” The apostle Jude warns against any such presumption, especially now that we can
freely come to God through His own perfect “Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). “Woe unto them!” says Jude, “for they have gone in the way of Cain . . . clouds they are
without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked
up by the roots” (Jude 1:11-12). This severe indictment was lodged against all who, like Cain, are
superficially religious but who, by their self-righteous resentment against God, are “turning the grace
of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 1:4).
We must not boast of our gifts to God, but only of His gift to us. HMM
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•

As to Abel consider…
Gen 4:10
10 And he said, What hast thou done? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the
ground.
KJV
Ps 9:12
12 When he maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the
humble.
KJV
Heb 11:4
4 By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts: and by it he being
dead yet speaketh.
KJV
Heb 12:24
24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than that of Abel.
KJV

Abel speaks to this very day…
A.

Offer to God an acceptable sacrifice.
o

Because we are sinners, we cannot by our own selves; but by His grace we have
been granted access.
Rom 5:2
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in
hope of the glory of God.
KJV
Eph 3:12
12 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.
KJV
Heb 10:10
10 By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all.
KJV
Eph 1:6-7
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;
KJV
Eph 1:4-7
4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love:
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5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according
to the good pleasure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of his grace;
KJV
B.

Offer to do well and be accepted
Eph 5:10
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
KJV
Rom 15:16
16 That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that
the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.
KJV
o

As a church, recipients of his shed blood
Acts 20:28
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own
blood.
KJV
Eph 5:23
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he
is the saviour of the body.
KJV
Eph 5:25
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
KJV
1 Peter 2:5
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
KJV

o

As recipients of His mercies, offer our lives as acceptable, living sacrifice
Rom 12:1
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
KJV

o

As recipients of the riches of His grace in Christ, offer our acceptable sacrificial
offering
Phil 4:18-19
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which
were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.
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KJV
2 Cor 8:1-5
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of
Macedonia;
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of
themselves;
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the
fellowship of the ministering to the saints.
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us
by the will of God.
KJV
Phil 1:2-7
2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,
4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,
5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch
as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers
of my grace.
KJV
Phil 4:15-17
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye
only.
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.
17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.
KJV
2 Cor 11:9
9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which
was lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I
have kept myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.
KJV
Rom 15:25-27
25 But now I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto the saints.
26 For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the
poor saints which are at Jerusalem.
27 It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are. For if the Gentiles have been
made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal
things.
KJV
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