MESSAGE

Occasion : Morning Worship

Date : July 16, 2017

TITLE :  FIGHTERS, FINISHERS AND KEEPERS
Text/s :

2Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KIV

Bible Reading

Eph 6:10-20

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;
15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints;

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that | may open my mouth boldly, to make known the
mystery of the gospel,

20 For which | am an ambassador in bonds: that therein | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

KJV

Song/s : | Know Whom | Have Believed

INTRODUCTION
Fighters, Finishers and Keepers

2Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KIV

Eph 2:19-22



19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the
household of God;

20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone;

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:

22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

KIV

A) We are Fighters

2Tim 4:7-8

7 I have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KV

1Tim 6:12

12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast
professed a good profession before many witnesses.

KIV

1Tim 1:18

18 This charge | commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on
thee, that thou by them mightest war a good warfare;

KJV

2Tim 2:3-4

3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.

KIV

1 Cor 9:26-27

26 | therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27 But | keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when | have
preached to others, | myself should be a castaway.

KIV

Eph 6:12-13

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.

KIV

1 Thess 5:8

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation.

KIV

Eph 6:10-20



B)

10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12 For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of
righteousness;

15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked.

17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all saints;

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that | may open my mouth boldly, to make
known the mystery of the gospel,

20 For which | am an ambassador in bonds: that therein | may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

KIV

2 Cor 10:3-5

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of
strong holds;)

5 Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God,
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;

KJV

Jude 3

3 Beloved, when | gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.

KJV

Content — to struggle for

Ps 144:1-2

1 Blessed be the Lord my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight:

2 My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom |
trust; who subdueth my people under me.

KV

We are Finishers

2Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KV

Heb 12:1-2



Q)

1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

KJV

Phil 3:13-14

13 Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

KJV

Acts 20:24

24 But none of these things move me, neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that | might finish
my course with joy, and the ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of
the grace of God.

KJV

1 Cor 9:24-25

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye
may obtain.

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

KIV

Luke 14:28-30

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it?

29 Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to
mock him,

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.

KJV

Phil 3:13-16

13 Brethren, | count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing | do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

14 | press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise
minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the
same thing.

KIV

We are Keepers

2Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

4




KV

1 Tim 6:20

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science falsely so called:

KJV

2 Tim 1:14-15

14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.
15 This thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be turned away from me; of whom are
Phygellus and Hermogenes.

KJV

2Tim 1:13-14

13 Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus.

14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.
KJV

Heb 4:14

14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession.

KIV

Heb 10:23-25

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

KV

2 John 8

8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a
full reward.

KIV

Heb 6:10-12

10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.

11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope
unto the end:

12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the
promises.

KIV

Rev 2:25 (to Thyatira)
25 But that which ye have already hold fast till | come.
KIV

Rev 3:7-8 (to Philadelphia)



D)

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he that is
true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no
man openeth;

8 | know thy works: behold, | have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou
hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

KJV

Rev 3:3 (to Sardis)

3 Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore
thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come
upon thee.

KV

Luke 11:28
28 But he said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.
KIV

The application

We are Fighters, Finishers, Keepers
Our Love, Our Hope and Our Faith

2 Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KJV

1 Thess 1:3

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

KJV

2 Thess 1:3-4

3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;

4 So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:

KV

1 Thess 5:8

8 But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an
helmet, the hope of salvation.

KIV

We are fighters (or we labor) because of the love of Christ in us. We are finishers (or have
patience and endurance to finish because of the hope of Christ in us. We are keepers of the faith
of Christ in.



1) We fight and labor because of the love of Christ in us.

1John 4:16-19

16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment:
because as he is, so are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He
that feareth is not made perfect in love.

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

KV

James 1:12

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

KJV

Rom 8:35-39

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

KIV

2 Cor 5:14

14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for
all, then were all dead:

KIV

Eph 3:17-21

17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in
love,

18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and
depth, and height;

19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the fulness of God.

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without
end. Amen.

KIV

2) We finish and have all patience and endurance to do so because of the hope of Christ in
us.



Acts 20:24

24 But none of these things move me, neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that |
might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesus,
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.

KJV

Heb 12:28

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby
we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:

KIV

Heb 6:18-19

18 That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a
strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:

19 Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which

KJV

1 Peter 1:3-5

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead,

4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven for you,

5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in
the last time.

KIV

Phil 1:20-21

20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing | shall be
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in
my body, whether it be by life, or by death.

21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

KIV

Col 1:27

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

KIV

1Tim1:1

1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord
Jesus Christ, which is our hope;

KIV

Titus 2:13

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ;

KV

3) We keep and hold fast our faith because of the victorious faith of Christ in us.

8



E)

1John 5:4

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith.

KIV

2 Tim 3:14-15

14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned them;

15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

KJV

Phil 3:9

9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
KJV

Gal 2:20

20 | am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which | now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me.

KIV

But take careful note... what is common in all these three? --- Christ!

2Tim 4:7-8

7 | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.

KIV

1 Thess 1:3

3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

KIV

Rev 2:1-4

1 Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars
in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;

2 | know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are
evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found them liars:
3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted.
4 Nevertheless | have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.

KIV

1 Cor13:13
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
KIV



