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THE MANNER OF GOD’S LOVE

1 John 3:1-2
3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
KJV
Bible reading

:

Ps 36:7-10
7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow
of thy wings.
8 They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the
river of thy pleasures.
9 For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.
10 O continue thy lovingkindness unto them that know thee; and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.
KJV
1 John 4:7-21
7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth
God.
8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.
11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.
12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected
in us.
13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.
15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.
16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so
are we in this world.
18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is
not made perfect in love.
19 We love him, because he first loved us.
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
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It is only by God’s Word that we come to know of God’s love. Let us therefore see.
A)

It is a personal love

1 John 3:1-2
3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
KJV
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us. Consider who we were, and
what we feel ourselves to be even now when corruption is powerful in us, and you will
wonder at our adoption. Yet we are called "the sons of God." What a high relationship is that
of a son, and what privileges it brings! What care and tenderness the son expects from his
father, and what love the father feels towards the son! But all that, and more than that, we
now have through Christ. "Beloved, now are we the sons of God." That is easy to read, but it
is not so easy to feel. How is it with your heart this morning? Are you in the lowest depths of
sorrow? Does corruption rise within your spirit, and grace seem like a poor spark trampled
under foot? Does your faith almost fail you? Fear not, it is neither your graces nor feelings on
which you are to live: you must live simply by faith on Christ. With all these things against us,
now--in the very depths of our sorrow, wherever we may be-- now, as much in the valley as
on the mountain, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God." "Ah, but," you say, "see how I am
arrayed! my graces are not bright; my righteousness does not shine with apparent glory." But
read the next: "It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him." The Holy Spirit shall purify our minds, and divine power shall
refine our bodies, then shall we see Him as He is.
Rom 5:8
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
KJV
Eph 2:4-6
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)
6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:
KJV
1 John 4:9-10
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.
KJV
Rom 8:32
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give
us all things?
KJV
B)

It is a love that is everlasting

Jer 31:3
3 The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore
with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.
KJV
Jer 31:3
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3 The Lord appeared from of old to me [Israel], saying, Yes, I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore with loving-kindness have I drawn you and continued My faithfulness to you. [Deut 7:8.]
AMP
The thunders of the law and the terrors of judgment are all used to bring us to Christ; but the
final victory is effected by lovingkindness. The prodigal set out to his father's house from a
sense of need; but his father saw him a great way off, and ran to meet him; so that the last
steps he took towards his father's house were with the kiss still warm upon his cheek, and the
welcome still musical in his ears.
Ps 103:17
17 But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his
righteousness unto children's children;
KJV
2 Thess 2:16
16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us
everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,
KJV
C)

It is a love that is universal

John 3:16
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
KJV
Titus 3:4-5
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
KJV
Titus 2:11
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men ,
KJV
2 Cor 5:19
19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
KJV
Titus 3:4
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
KJV
D) It is a love that is encompassing
A love that includes.
Song 2:4
4 He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.
KJV
Rom 8:32
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give
us all things?
KJV
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1 John 4:10
10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our
sins.
KJV
Rom 5:6-8
6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to
die.
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
KJV
Eph 2:4
4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
KJV
1 John 4:9
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
KJV
Job 1:10
10 Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side?
thou hast blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
KJV
E)

It is a love that is measureless (boundless)

Eph 3:17-20
17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of
God.
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us,
KJV
Rom 8:38-39
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
KJV
F)

It is a love that restrains

1 John 2:15-17
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him.
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world.
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
KJV
1 Tim 6:10
10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the
faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
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KJV
Col 3:1-2
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of
God.
2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
KJV
Rom 12:2
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
KJV
Titus 2:11-12
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in
this present world;
KJV
G) It is a love that secures and takes hold of
A love that takes hold of.
NT:4912
sunecho (soon-ekh'-o); from NT:4862 and NT:2192; to hold together, i.e. to compress (the ears, with a crowd
or siege) or arrest (a prisoner); figuratively, to compel, perplex, afflict, preoccupy: KJV - constrain, hold,
keep in, press, lie sick of, stop, be in a strait, straiten, be taken with, throng.
2 Cor 5:14-15
14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:
15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him
which died for them, and rose again.
KJV
Rom 8:35-39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
KJV
John 10:29
29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's
hand.
KJV
John 10:10
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly.
KJV
H) It is love that saves, that gives life.
John 3:16
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16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
KJV
1 John 4:9
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
KJV
1 John 5:11-13
11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.
13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that
ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
KJV
John 11:23-27
23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.
24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day.
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live:
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into
the world.
KJV
John 10:28
28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand.
KJV
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