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BETTER ENDING

Eccl 7:8
8 Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in
spirit.
KJV
Bible reading

:

Ps 39:4-7
4 Lord, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.
5 Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every
man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.
6 Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and
knoweth not who shall gather them.
7 And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee.
KJV
Luke 12:35-38
35 Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning;
36 And ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return from the wedding; that when
he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him immediately.
37 Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: verily I say unto you, that
he shall gird himself, and make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them.
38 And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those
servants.
KJV
Eccl 7:1
7:1 A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of death than the day of one's birth .
KJV
Deut 32:29
29 O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would consider their latter end!
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
Charles Spurgeon writes…

"Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof."
Ecclesiastes 7:8
Look at David's Lord and Master; see His beginning. He was despised and rejected of
men; a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Would you see the end? He sits at
His Father's right hand, expecting until His enemies be made his footstool. "As He is,
so are we also in this world." You must bear the cross, or you shall never wear the
crown; you must wade through the mire, or you shall never walk the golden
pavement. Cheer up, then, poor Christian. "Better is the end of a thing than the

beginning thereof." See that creeping worm, how contemptible its
appearance! It is the beginning of a thing. Mark that insect with gorgeous
wings, playing in the sunbeams, sipping at the flower bells, full of happiness
and life; that is the end thereof. That caterpillar is yourself, until you are wrapped
up in the chrysalis of death; but when Christ shall appear you shall be like Him, for
you shall see Him as He is. Be content to be like Him, a worm and no man, that like
Him you may be satisfied when you wake up in His likeness. That rough-looking
diamond is put upon the wheel of the lapidary. He cuts it on all sides. It loses
much--much that seemed costly to itself. The king is crowned; the diadem is
put upon the monarch's head with trumpet's joyful sound. A glittering ray
flashes from that coronet, and it beams from that very diamond which was
just now so sorely vexed by the lapidary. You may venture to compare yourself
to such a diamond, for you are one of God's people; and this is the time of the cutting
process. Let faith and patience have their perfect work, for in the day when the crown
shall be set upon the head of the King, Eternal, Immortal, Invisible, one ray of glory
shall stream from you. "They shall be Mine," saith the Lord, "in the day
See Jesus’ beginning on earth:
Luke 2:7
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn .
KJV
Isa 53:3-5
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,
and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace
was upon him;
KJV
Now, see his end…
Heb 10:12-13
12 But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;
13 From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool .
KJV
Rev 5:11-13
11 And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders:
and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and
strength, and honour , and glory, and blessing.
13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea,
and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.
KJV
A) A better ending for Job
Job 42:10-12
10 And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord gave Job twice as
much as he had before.

11 Then came there unto him all his brethren, and all his sisters, and all they that had been of his
acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him
over all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave him a piece of money, and every
one an earring of gold.
12 So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning : for he had fourteen thousand sheep,
and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.
KJV
Job 1:3
3 His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen,
and five hundred she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of
the east.
KJV
Job 42:12
12 So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen thousand sheep, and
six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses.
JV
B) A better ending for Lazarus
Luke 16:20-21
20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full of sores,
21 And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores.
KJV
Luke 16:25-26
25 But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus
evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.
26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.
KJV
Luke 16:28
28 For I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment.
KJV
C) A better ending for Paul
Phil 3:8
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
KJV
Phil 3:12-14
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may
apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
KJV
2 Tim 4:7-8
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course , I have kept the faith:
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
KJV

D) A better ending for the enduring worker
Ps 126:5-127:1
5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.
6 He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing
his sheaves with him.
KJV
James 5:11
11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end
of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
KJV
1 Peter 1:13
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
KJV
E) A better ending for the faithful steward
Luke 19:13-19
13 And he called his ten servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I come.
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over
us.
15 And it came to pass, that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how much every man
had gained by trading.
16 Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained ten pounds.
17 And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou
authority over ten cities.
18 And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.
19 And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities.
KJV
F) A better ending for the patient sufferer
James 5:11
11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end
of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
KJV
James 1:2-4
2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
4 But let patience have her perfect work , that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
KJV
James 5:7-8
7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.
8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.
KJV
1 Peter 5:10
10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
KJV

1 Peter 1:13
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
KJV
G) A better ending for those in Christ because He is the first and the last
John 15:5
5 I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
for without me ye can do nothing.
KJV
Deut 11:12
12 A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from the
beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.
KJV
Rev 22:13
13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end , the first and the last.
KJV
Rev 21:6
6 And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end . I will give unto him
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.
KJV
H) A BITTER ending without him
Eccl 2:7-15
7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great
and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:
8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men
singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.
9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained
with me.
10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my
heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do:
and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
12 And I turned myself to behold wisdom, and madness, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh after
the king? even that which hath been already done.
13 Then I saw that wisdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth darkness.
14 The wise man's eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh in darkness: and I myself perceived also that one
event happeneth to them all.
15 Then said I in my heart, As it happeneth to the fool, so it happeneth even to me; and why was I then more
wise? Then I said in my heart, that this also is vanity.
KJV
Prov 14:12
12 There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death .
KJV
Prov 16:25
25 There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death .

KJV
2 Cor 13:5
5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?
KJV
Matt 7:13-14
13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and
many there be which go in thereat:
14 Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.
KJV
Heb 3:13-15
13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.
14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end ;
15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.
KJV

