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OUR KIND OF FELLOWSHIP

Acts 2:42
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers.
KJV
2 Cor 8:1-5
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the
riches of their liberality.
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints.
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of
God.
KJV
Bible reading

:

1 John 1:1-7
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and
truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
2 Cor 8:1-5
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia;
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the
riches of their liberality.
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints.
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5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of
God.
KJV
Acts 2:42
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers.
KJV
NT:2842 <START GREEK>koinwni/a <END GREEK> koinonia (koy-nohn-ee'-ah); from NT:2844;
partnership, i.e. (literally) participation, or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction: KJV
- (to) communicate (-ation), communion, (contri-) distribution, fellowship.

John 14:19-21
19 Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also.
20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.
21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall
be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to him.
KJV
What is the kind of fellowship which we have?
Much goes on in Christian churches today under the name of “fellowship.” Usually this consists of coffee and
donuts, or church socials, or sports. As delightful as these functions may be, they should not be confused
with biblical fellowship.
A)

The kind of fellowship we see in the New Testament
1)

The fellowship of ministering to the saints
Nowhere in the New Testament do any of the Greek words translated “fellowship” imply fun times.
Rather, they talk of, for example, “the fellowship of the ministering to the saints” (2 Corinthians
8:4) as sacrificial service and financial aid. (See, for example, 1 Timothy 6:18.)
2 Cor 8:4-5
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of
the ministering to the saints.
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the
will of God.
KJV
1 Tim 6:17-18
17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;
18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate;
KJV

2)

The fellowship in the Gospel
Elsewhere, Paul was thankful for the Philippian believers’ “fellowship in the gospel” (Philippians
1:5), for he knew that “inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the
gospel, ye all are partakers [same word as fellowship] of my grace” (Philippians 1:7). This sort of
fellowship may even bring persecution.
Phil 1:3-7
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3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,
4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy,
5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ:
7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; inasmuch as both
in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.
KJV
Phil 4:10
10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again;
wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.
KJV
Phil 4:14-16
14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.
15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from
Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.
16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.
KJV
2 Cor 11:8-9
8 I robbed other churches, taking wages of them, to do you service.
9 And when I was present with you, and wanted, I was chargeable to no man: for that which was
lacking to me the brethren which came from Macedonia supplied: and in all things I have kept
myself from being burdensome unto you, and so will I keep myself.
KJV
Luke 9:3-5
3 And he said unto them, Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither bread,
neither money; neither have two coats apiece.
4 And whatsoever house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart.
5 And whosoever will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your
feet for a testimony against them.
KJV
1 Thess 2:4-6
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as
pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts.
5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is
witness:
6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.
KJV
1 Cor 9:1-15
1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in
the Lord?
2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are
ye in the Lord.
3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,
4 Have we not power to eat and to drink?
5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of
the Lord, and Cephas?
6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?
7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the
fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock?
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also?
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out
the corn. Doth God take care for oxen?
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10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that
ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope.
11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?
12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not used
this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ.
13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and
they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar?
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.
15 But I have used none of these things: neither have I written these things, that it should be so
done unto me: for it were better for me to die, than that any man should make my glorying void.
KJV
3)

The fellowship of the Spirit
We are to emulate Christ’s humility and self-sacrificial love (Philippians 2:5-8) through the
“fellowship of the Spirit” (Philippians 2:1). In some way known only partially to us, we have the
privilege of knowing “the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death”
(Philippians 3:10), and even “the communion [i.e., fellowship] of the blood” and “body of Christ” (1
Corinthians 10:16).
Phil 2:1-2
1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,
2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
KJV
Phil 2:5-8
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even
the death of the cross.
KJV
Phil 3:7-11
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may
win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
KJV
1 Cor 10:15-17
15 I speak as to wise men; judge ye what I say.
16 The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.
KJV
1 Cor 11:20-28
20 When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.
21 For in eating every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is hungry, and another is
drunken.
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22 What? have ye not houses to eat and to drink in? or despise ye the church of God, and shame
them that have not? What shall I say to you? shall I praise you in this? I praise you not.
23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the
same night in which he was betrayed took bread:
24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken
for you: this do in remembrance of me.
25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.
26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.
27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.
28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.
KJV
4)

The fellowship and doctrine of the Apostles
As we can see, this “fellowship” is serious business. As in our text and subsequent verses, fellowship
should be accompanied by teaching, prayer, and ministry to the poor (Acts 2:45).
Acts 2:42-47
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.
43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.
46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.
KJV
Eph 2:19-22
19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of
the household of God;
20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone;
21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.
KJV
1 Cor 3:10-15
10 According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I have laid the
foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon.
11 For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.
12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;
13 Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.
14 If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward.
15 If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by
fire.
KJV
This kind of fellowship will be in “favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2:47). JDM
Acts 2:47
47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved.
KJV

Page 5 of 8

B)

Our kind of fellowship
1)

The wrong fellowship
2 Cor 6:14
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
KJV
1 Cor 10:20-22
20 But I say, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God:
and I would not that ye should have fellowship with devils.
21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's
table, and of the table of devils.
22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?
KJV
Eph 5:11
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.
KJV

2)

The right fellowship. How they fellowshipped
Gal 2:9
9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given
unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the
heathen, and they unto the circumcision.
KJV
1 Cor 1:9
9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
KJV
Acts 2:42
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.
KJV
2 Cor 8:4
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of
the ministering to the saints.
KJV

3)

Instructions on how we should fellowship
1 John 1:3-7
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:
7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
KJV
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Eph 3:9
9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
KJV
Col 1:27
27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
KJV
Eph 3:3-7
3 How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words,
4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit;
6 That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel:
7 Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the
effectual working of his power.
KJV
Phil 1:5
5 For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
KJV
Phil 2:1-2
2 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,
2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
KJV
Phil 3:10
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death;
KJV
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