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OUR MOTIVATION IN CHURCH MINISTRIES

Heb 10:24-25
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
KJV
Bible Reading

:

2 Peter 1:2-9
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.
KJV
Song/s

:

Other references

:

INTRODUCTION
We all need to realize that it is the Love of Christ that is the main underlying motivation in all ministries in
the Ekklesia.
Motivation – the reason for doing something. The force or influence that causes someone to do something.
This is what provokes us.
Heb 10:24-25
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
KJV
BODY

1

A)

The commandment to love


From Christ Himself
John 13:34-35
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also
love one another.
35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
KJV
John 15:9-10
9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love.
10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love.
KJV
John 15:12-14
12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you.
13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.
KJV
John 15:17
17 These things I command you, that ye love one another.
KJV



From Peter
1 Peter 4:8
8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude
of sins.
KJV
2 Peter 1:4-9
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was
purged from his old sins.
KJV



From John
1 John 3:11
11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
KJV
1 John 3:23-24
23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and
love one another, as he gave us commandment.
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know
that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.
KJV
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1 John 4:21-5:3
21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.
5 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that
begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.
2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his
commandments.
3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not
grievous.
KJV
2 John 5-6
5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that
which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.
6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye
have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.
KJV


From Paul
Col 3:14
14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
KJV
Eph 5:2
2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a
sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
KJV
1 Thess 3:12-13
12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men,
even as we do toward you:
13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.
KJV
1 Thess 4:9-10
9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of
God to love one another.
10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you,
brethren, that ye increase more and more;
KJV
2 Thess 1:3
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith
groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;
KJV
Heb 13:1
13 Let brotherly love continue.
KJV

B)

The Apostle Paul makes it very clear in his letters to the different Ekklesia how this love ought to be
shown in our service to God.


In reference to faith
Gal 5:6
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6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision; but faith which
worketh by love.
KJV


In reference to hope
Rom 5:2-5
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.
KJV



In reference to Christian liberty
Gal 5:13-14
13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh,
but by love serve one another.
14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
KJV



In reference to work, labor and any kind of service (ministry)
Heb 6:10-11
10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward
his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope
unto the end:
KJV

C)

It is to the church in Corinth to which Paul taught that love is the underlying motivation in all giftbased ministry. Let us see what Paul taught the Corinthian church about the kind of love which
should be found in them:
1 Cor 1:4-9
4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;
5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all knowledge;
6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:
7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:
8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.
KJV
1 Cor 8:2-3
2 And if any man think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.
3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him.
KJV
1 Cor 16:22-24
22 If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha.
23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
24 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
KJV
2 Cor 5:12-15
12 For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye
may have somewhat to answer them which glory in appearance, and not in heart.
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13 For whether we be beside ourselves, it is to God: or whether we be sober, it is for your cause.
14 For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all
dead:
15 And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto
him which died for them, and rose again.
KJV
2 Cor 8:8-9
8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity
of your love.
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became
poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
KJV
2 Cor 12:15
15 And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you; though the more abundantly I love you, the less I be
loved.
KJV
D) Paul explains how the love as being the underlying motivation in all services in Ekklesia is
manifested
1 Cor 12:31
31 But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more excellent way.
1 Cor 13:1-13
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding
brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I
have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have
not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became
a man, I put away childish things.
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I
know even as also I am known.
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
KJV
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1 Cor 12:31-14:1
Eagerly seek the better gifts.
But now I will show you the best way of all.
I may speak in the tongues of men, even angels;but if I lack
love, I have become merelyblaring brass or a cymbal
clanging.
I may have the gift of prophecy,I may fathom all mysteries,
know all things,have all faith — enough to move
mountains;but if I lack love, I am nothing.
I may give away everything that I own,I may even hand over
my body to be burned;but if I lack love, I gain nothing.
Love is patient and kind, not jealous, not boastful, not
proud, rude or selfish, not easily angered,and it keeps no
record of wrongs.
Love does not gloat over other people’s sinsbut takes its
delight in the truth.
Love always bears up, always trusts,always hopes, always
endures.
Love never ends; but prophecies will pass,tongues will cease,
knowledge will pass.
For our knowledge is partial, and our prophecy partial; 10
but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass.
When I was a child, I spoke like a child,thought like a child,
argued like a child;now that I have become a man,I have
finished with childish ways.
For now we see obscurely in a mirror,but then it will be face
to face.Now I know partly; then I will know fully,just as God
has fully known me.
But for now, three things last — trust, hope, love;and the
greatest of these is love.
Pursue love! CJB

CONCLUSION
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