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THE LIVING WORD AND THE WRITTEN WORD

Phil 2:12-16
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain.
KJV
Bible Reading

:

John 1:1-17
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is
preferred before me: for he was before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
KJV
Song/s
:
Other references

:

INTRODUCTION
Phil 2:12-16
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
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14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain.
KJV
As Ekklesia of the Lord Jesus Christ, we take the words of the Apostle Paul to the Philippian church or
Ekklesia as applicable to us even today. We take this as a letter also to us. And this means, we take these
words seriously and with emphasis even in what we do today.
We take it seriously when Paul tells us, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings: that ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation,
among whom ye shine as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life…”
He practically says, “Do everything without kvetching (habitually complaining or griping) or arguing, so that
you may be blameless and pure children of God, without defect in the midst of a twisted and perverted
generation, among whom you shine like stars in the sky, as you hold on to the Word of Life.
And adding, 1 Cor 15:58, he continues to say, “And you be steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in this
work of the Lord forasmuch as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
The emphasis in our message today is on how the Apostle says, “holding forth the word of life.”
There is such beautiful correlation between the Living Word (Christ) and the written Word (the Bible) that
certain Scriptures could well apply to either one. Such is the case with our text. The Philippians were
exhorted to hold forth the Word of life, which presumably could mean either Christ, the Living Word, or else
the Scriptures, which speak of eternal life.
1 Thess 2:13
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe.
KJV
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John 1:1-17
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh
after me is preferred before me: for he was before me.
16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for grace.
17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.
KJV
1 John 1:1-5
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;
2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)
3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light,
and in him is no darkness at all.
KJV
Ps 119:130
130 The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.
KJV

BODY
Phil 2:16
“…Holding forth the word of life…”
KJV
Given the correlation between the Living Word, Who is Christ, and the Written Word, which is the Bible, we
hold forth both! We hold forth the Truth, Who is Christ, and His Word, which is the truth.
John 17:17
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
KJV
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1 Tim 3:15
15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which
is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
KJV
There is such beautiful correlation between the Living Word (Christ) and the written Word (the Bible) that
certain Scriptures could well apply to either one. Such is the case with our text. The Philippians were
exhorted to hold forth the Word of life, which presumably could mean either Christ, the Living Word, or else
the Scriptures, which speak of eternal life.
A)

There is correlation between the Living Word and the Written Word.


Truth
John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.
KJV
John 17:17
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
KJV



Light
John 8:12
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.
KJV
Prov 6:23
23 For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of
life:
KJV
Ps 119:105
105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
KJV



Bread
John 6:35
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and
he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
KJV
Luke 4:4
4 And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word of God.
KJV



Cleansing
1 John 1:7
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7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.
KJV
Ps 119:9-11
9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
KJV


Satisfaction and joy
John 7:37
37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let
him come unto me, and drink.
KJV
John 6:35
35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and
he that believeth on me shall never thirst.
KJV
John 10:10-11
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
KJV
John 6:63
63 It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they
are spirit, and they are life.
KJV
John 15:11
11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might
be full.
KJV
1 John 1:4
4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.
KJV
1 Peter 1:8
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of glory:
KJV
Isa 55:10-11
10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and
bread to the eater:
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.
KJV
2 Cor 3:2-11
2 Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men:
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3 Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written not
with ink, but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables of the
heart.
4 And such trust have we through Christ to God-ward:
5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of
God;
6 Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit:
for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life.
7 But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the children
of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance; which glory
was to be done away:
8 How shall not the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious?
9 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of
righteousness exceed in glory.
10 For even that which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory that
excelleth.
11 For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that which remaineth is glorious.
KJV


Growth
Ps 1:1-3
1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his
season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
KJV
1 Peter 2:2
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
KJV
2 Peter 3:18
18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory
both now and for ever. Amen.
KJV

B)

We have responsibilities to both the Living Word and the Written Word because this correlation
exists when we:
1)

We preach and minister the Word
2 Tim 4:2
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine.
KJV
Heb 4:12
12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.
KJV
Col 3:16
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
KJV
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John 5:39
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify
of me.
KJV
2 Tim 3:15-17
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
KJV
2)

We take the Word to heart and live our lives according to the word.
Ps 119:11
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
KJV
Jer 15:16
16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of
mine heart: for I am called by thy name, O Lord God of hosts.
KJV

3)

Receive Christ and His Word to be saved and be born again.
John 1:12
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name:
KJV
James 1:21
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
KJV
1 Peter 1:23-25
23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth for ever.
24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth away:
25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached
unto you.
KJV

CONCLUSION
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