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WHERE IS GOD?

1 Kings 19:9-11
9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and
he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away.
11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:
KJV
Bible reading

:

Ps 139:1-16
1 O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.
2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.
3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways.
4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.
5 Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.
7 Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?
8 If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there.
9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
10 Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
11 If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me.
12 Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are
both alike to thee.
13 For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb.
14 I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well.
15 My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest
parts of the earth.
16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written,
which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.
KJV
Song/s

:

God Leads Us Along

INTRODUCTION
1 Kings 16:29-33
29 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and
Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years.
30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him.
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31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of
Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal,
and worshipped him.
32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.
33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings
of Israel that were before him.
KJV
1 Kings 17:1
17 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel
liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.
KJV
1 Kings 18:1-20
1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying,
Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.
2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria.
3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly:
4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and
hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)
5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks:
peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.
6 So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah
went another way by himself.
7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said,
Art thou that my lord Elijah?
8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?
10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and
when they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not.
11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.
12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee
whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy
servant fear the Lord from my youth.
13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men
of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?
14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.
15 And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to
day.
16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.
17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?
18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken
the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.
19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.
20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.
KJV
1 Kings 19:1-14
1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the
sword.
2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not
thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.
3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah,
and left his servant there.
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and
he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am
not better than my fathers.

2

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise
and eat.
6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he
did eat and drink, and laid him down again.
7 And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because
the journey is too great for thee.
8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto
Horeb the mount of God.
9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and
he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away.
11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:
12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in
the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here,
Elijah?
14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
KJV
1 Kings 19:9-14
9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and
he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left;
and they seek my life, to take it away.
11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was
not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:
12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in
the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here,
Elijah?
14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
KJV
A)

Elijah’s circumstance.
It was after the victory at Carmel where with the 450 Baal priests had been killed. After Jezebel came
to know what happened, she said to Elijah, “So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy
life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.” She practically was saying, “Let the gods
do terrible things to me and worse ones besides if by this time tomorrow I haven’t taken your life, just
as you took theirs!”
1 Kings 19:3
3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to
Judah, and left his servant there.
KJV
Elijah was running for his life because Jezebel had threatened to kill him. He travels for 40 days to
Mount Horeb and stays there in a cave.
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B)

The Lord’s question to Elijah and his answer
1 Kings 19:9-10
9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him,
and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?
10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have
forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I
only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.
KJV

C)

The Lord’s response to Elijah
1 Kings 19:11-13
11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by,
and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the
Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:
12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood
in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou
here, Elijah?
KJV
1)

The manifestations.
A great and strong wind rents the mountain. But the Lord was not in the wind.
After the wind, an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake.
After the earthquake a fire. But the Lord was not in the fire.

2)

Where is the Lord in all these? Where is God?
a.

There are physical and evil forces on earth which make us crumble, scamper and run
for our lives. They make us cry, Where is God?
-

The great strong wind which devastate.
The earthquake that shatters and moves us.
The fire which consumes.

Job 1:13-22
13 And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine
in their eldest brother's house:
14 And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the
asses feeding beside them:
15 And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the
servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
16 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is
fallen from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed
them; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
17 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made
out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain
the servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.
18 While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy
daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house:
19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the four
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only am
escaped alone to tell thee.
20 Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the
ground, and worshipped,
21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.
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22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.
KJV
Job 2:4-10
4 And Satan answered the Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he
give for his life.
5 But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse
thee to thy face.
6 And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.
7 So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job with sore boils
from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
8 And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the
ashes.
9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and
die.
10 But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh. What?
shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did
not Job sin with his lips.
KJV
2 Cor 11:23-30
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a
night and a day I have been in the deep;
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness,
in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness.
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of
all the churches.
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?
30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.
KJV
1 Peter 4:12-16
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing happened unto you:
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.
14 If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and
of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your part he is
glorified.
15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other men's matters.
16 Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify
God on this behalf.
KJV
2 Cor 1:3-5
3 Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and
the God of all comfort;
4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.
5 For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by
Christ.
KJV
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Rom 5:2-5
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God.
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
KJV
b.

And we ourselves, would want to use force to say, “I’ll show you that God is on my
side!”
In his mind and heart, maybe Elijah wanted also to get even with a strong wind, an
earthquake and a fire.
Luke 9:54-56
54 And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we
command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?
55 But he turned, and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye
are of.
56 For the Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them. And they
went to another village.
KJV

D) The still, small voice of God. The presence of God.
1 Kings 19:12
12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
KJV
Zech 4:6
6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying,
Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.
KJV
Ps 95:7
7 For he is our God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. To day if ye will
hear his voice,
KJV
Heb 3:7
7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,
KJV
Heb 3:15
15 While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.
KJV
Heb 4:7
7 Again, he limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To day if ye
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.
KJV
Matt 11:28-30
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls.
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30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.
KJV
John 10:10-11
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
KJV
1 Kings 19:9-14
After this dramatic display of power, there was "a still, small voice," which has also been translated "a
gentle whisper, a tone of a gentle blowing." When the prophet heard that voice, he stepped out of the
cave and met the Lord. The mighty power and the great noise of the previous exhibitions didn't stir
Elijah, but when he heard the still, small voice, he recognized the voice of God. For the second time
(see Jonah 3:1), he heard the same question, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" and once again, Elijah
repeated the same self-centered evasive answer.
God was saying to Elijah, "You called fire from heaven, you had the prophets of Baal slain, and you
prayed down a terrific rainstorm, but now you feel like a failure.
But you must realize that I don't usually work in a manner that's loud, impressive, and dramatic. My still,
small voice brings the Word to the listening ear and heart. Yes, there's a time and place for the wind,
the earthquake and the fire, but most of the time, I speak to people in tones of gentle love and quiet
persuasion." The Lord wasn't condemning the courageous ministry of His servant; He was only reminding
Elijah that He uses many different tools to accomplish His work. God's Word comes down like the gentle
shower that refreshes, cleanses, and produces life (Deut 32:2; Isa 55:10).
In this day of mammoth meetings, loud music, and high-pressure promotion, it's difficult for some
people to understand that God rarely works by means of the dramatic and the colossal. When He wanted
to start the Jewish nation, He sent a baby-Isaac; and when He wanted to deliver that nation from
bondage, He sent another baby-Moses. He sent a teenager named David to kill the Philistine giant, and
the boy used a sling and a stone to do it. When God wanted to save a world, He sent His Son as a weak
and helpless baby; and today, God seeks to reach that world through the ministry of "earthen vessels" (2
Cor 4:7, KJV). Dr. J. Oswald Sanders states that "the whispers from Calvary are infinitely more potent
than the thunder of Sinai in bringing men to repentance."
(from The Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament © 2001-2004 by Warren W. Wiersbe. All rights
reserved.)
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