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CONSIDERATIONS IN KEEPING OUR EYES ON CHRIST

Heb 12:1-2
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
KJV
Bible reading

:

Phil 2:5-16
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness
of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.
9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth;
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings:
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
Heb 12:1-2
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
KJV
Heb 12:1-2
1 THEREFORE THEN, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne testimony to
the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so

1

readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient endurance and steady and
active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us,
2 Looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the Source of our faith [giving
the first incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. He, for the
joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame,
and is now seated at the right hand of the throne of God. [Ps 110:1.]
AMP
Heb 12:1-3
1 So then, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us, too, put aside every
impediment — that is, the sin which easily hampers our forward movement — and keep running with
endurance in the contest set before us, 2 looking away to the Initiator and Completer of that trusting,
Yeshua — who, in exchange for obtaining the joy set before him, endured execution on a stake as a criminal,
scorning the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
CJB
Considerations as we focus on Christ

A) Our faith
2 Cor 4:18
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
KJV
Heb 11:1-3
1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.
3 Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that things
which are seen were not made of things which do appear.
KJV
Rom 10:17
17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
KJV
Rom 14:23
23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because he eateth not of faith: for whatsoever is not
of faith is sin.
KJV
Heb 11:6
6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
KJV
Titus 1:13-15
13 This witness is true. Wherefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith;
14 Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and commandments of men, that turn from the truth.
15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto them that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing
pure; but even their mind and conscience is defiled.
KJV
1 Thess 2:13
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.
KJV
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1 Cor 2:5
5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.
KJV
1 Cor 16:13
13 Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong.
KJV

B) The joy of Christ
The Lord Jesus ran the race, Himself looking, focusing his eyes on the joy that was set before Him.
This was His reason for endurance, for despising the shame for giving Himself. We are the joy, set
before Him.
Jude 1:24, "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before
the presence of his glory with exceeding joy."
Read John 17:6-12,26.
John 17:6-12
6 I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they
were, and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word.
7 Now they have known that all things whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee.
8 For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and
have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.
9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; for they are
thine.
10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am glorified in them.
11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father,
keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.
12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have
kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.
KJV
John 17:26
26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast
loved me may be in them, and I in them.
KJV
What it was that supported the human soul of Christ under these unparalleled sufferings; and that
was the joy that was set before him. He had something in view under all his sufferings, which was
pleasant to him; he rejoiced to see that by his sufferings he should make satisfaction to the injured
justice of God and give security to his honour and government, that he should make peace between
God and man, that he should seal the covenant of grace and be the Mediator of it, that he should
open a way of salvation to the chief of sinners, and that he should effectually save all those whom
the Father had given him, and himself be the first-born among many brethren. This was the joy that
was set before him.
Acts 20:28
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
KJV
Titus 2:14
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a
peculiar people, zealous of good works.
KJV
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Eph 4:30
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
KJV
1 Peter 2:9
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:
KJV
Eph 1:14
14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto
the praise of his glory.
KJV
Paul had the same joy which propelled him to suffer all things.
Phil 4:1
4 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the
Lord, my dearly beloved.
KJV
1 Thess 2:19-20
19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord
Jesus Christ at his coming?
20 For ye are our glory and joy.
KJV
2 Cor 1:14
14 As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, even as ye also are ours in
the day of the Lord Jesus.
KJV
Phil 2:17
17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you
all.
KJV
Acts 20:28
28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
KJV
Eph 5:25-27
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;
26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,
27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.
KJV

C) The work of redemption
The work of redemption must remain our main consideration in doing the work of the ministry!
The ordinances continuously speak of the work of redemption. But this is not anymore see in all of
our services.
1 Cor 15:58
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58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
KJV
But where does this encouragement come from? This chapter begins with the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ!
2 Cor 6:1
6 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye receive not the grace of God in
vain.
KJV
2 Cor 8:7-9
7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all
diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also.
8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the
sincerity of your love.
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
KJV

D) The Lordship and Headship of Christ. What He is to His ransomed Ekklesia
Eph 1:19-23
19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to usward who believe, according to the
working of his mighty power,
20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand
in the heavenly places,
21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
KJV
Eph 5:23-24
23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body.
24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every
thing.
KJV
Col 1:18
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the preeminence.
KJV
Col 2:9-10
9 For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
KJV

E) The character of our focus
Heb 12:2
2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
KJV
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2 Thess 1:11-12
11 Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and
fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power:
12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
KJV
2 Tim 2:3-5
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who
hath chosen him to be a soldier.
5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
KJV
2 Tim 3:10-12
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity,
patience,
11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what
persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.
12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
KJV
2 Tim 2:2
2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
KJV
2 Tim 3:14
14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them;
KJV

F) The encouragement in our focus
Heb 11:39-40
39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise:
40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.
KJV
Heb 11:39-40
39 And all of these, though they won divine approval by [means of] their faith, did not receive the
fulfillment of what was promised,
40 Because God had us in mind and had something better and greater in view for us, so that they
[these heroes and heroines of faith] should not come to perfection apart from us [before we could
join them].
AMP
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