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THE MERCIES OF GOD

Rom 12:1-2
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
KJV
Bible Reading

:

Ps 103:1-5
1 Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:
3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases;
4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's.
KJV
Ps 25:6-7
6 Remember, O Lord, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.
7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me
for thy goodness' sake, O Lord.
KJV
Ps 40:11
11 Withhold not thou thy tender mercies from me, O Lord: let thy lovingkindness and thy truth continually
preserve me.
KJV
Ps 51:1
To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to
Bath-she'-ba
51 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy
tender mercies blot out my transgressions.
KJV
Ps 69:16
16 Hear me, O Lord; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender
mercies.
KJV
Ps 77:9
9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah.
KJV
Ps 119:77
77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may live: for thy law is my delight.
KJV
Ps 145:9
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9 The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his works.
KJV
Ps 116:12
12 What shall I render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION

Rom 12:1-2
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
KJV
The Apostle Paul, in our text, intreats the believers to present their bodies to God as a matter of worship and
service. The basis of his appeal is "the mercies of God." The presentation here involves three things:
A) We are to yield ourselves to Him.
Rom 12:1

2

12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
KJV
The basis of the appeal to yield: (refer to Chapter 8. Chapters 9-11 are parenthetical)
Mercy
1 a : compassion or forbearance shown especially to an offender or to one subject to one's power;
also : lenient or compassionate treatment <begged for mercy >
b : imprisonment rather than death imposed as penalty for first-degree murder
2 a : a blessing that is an act of divine favor or compassion
b : a fortunate circumstance <it was a mercy they found her before she froze>
3 : compassionate treatment of those in distress <works of mercy among the poor>
Mercies – different acts of compassion or forbearance to offenders.
1) The mercy of no condemnation (v.1)
Rom 8:1
8 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.
KJV
This is the unspeakable privilege of all that are His - no condemnation. Paul does not say no
accusations because there are, but they are not thrown out. He does not say there is nothing in them
that deserves condemnation because there are - but they do not ruin the believer. Nothing is said of
having no afflictions, no cross - it is just no condemnation.
John 3:18
18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already,
because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
John 5:24
24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.
KJV
Isa 54:17, "No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise
against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and
their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.
2) The mercy of sonship (v.14-17)
Rom 8:14-17
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified together.
KJV
The privilege of being taken in the relation of children to God. We are sons of God, owned and loved
by Him. This is in contrast with the spirit of bondage that we find in the Old Testament. This is now
the spirit of adoption that we have. The spirit of bondage brings fear to man (Ex. 20:19). The spirit
of adoption rather cries, "Abba Father."
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1 John 3:1
3 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons
of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
KJV
Gal 4:4-7
4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under
the law,
5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.
7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.
KJV
Gal 3:26
26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
KJV
Eph 1:5
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will,
KJV
3) The mercy of future complete redemption (vs. 18-23)
Rom 8:18-23
18 For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath
subjected the same in hope,
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious
liberty of the children of God.
22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.
23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.
KJV
The fulfillment of the saints' present hopes and expectations. We are all waiting for the "adoption"
the redemption of the body - the complete redemption when our faith will turn to sight.
1 John 3:2
2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
KJV
1 Cor 2:9
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
KJV
2 Cor 4:17-18
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory;
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
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KJV
2 Tim 4:8
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
KJV
Phil 3:20-21
20 For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
21 Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to
the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
KJV
Luke 21:28, "And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh."
My home is in heaven…tis waiting for me
1Thes 4:16-18
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
4) The mercy of the Spirit's work in us and for us (vs. 26-27)
Rom 8:26-27
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we
ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
KJV
Eph 2:18
18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
KJV
Gal 4:6
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba,
Father.
KJV
1 Cor 2:9-14
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.
11 For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God.
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto
him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.
KJV
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a)
b)

To have hope is to have confidence that the thing promised will sure come
to pass. This hope is based on the realible promise of God. The Spirit reinforces this hope in us.
This is the Spirit's work in us.
The work of the Spirit for us is seen in our imperfect prayer lives.
No matter how mature a Christian you are, you have imperfection in your prayer life.
But the Spirit, by His strength comes in addition to our weaknesses so that we are made
unconquerable in prayer. The greatest strength a Christian can have is when he is down on his
knees praying.

5) The mercy of God's care for His own (v. 28)
Rom 8:28
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.
KJV
Here, Paul uses a very certain statement, "…we know." No if's, no but's but a concrete, solid
knowledge that all things work together for good. Joseph said, Gen 50:20, "But as for you, ye
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much
people alive."
Gen 50:17-20
17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin;
for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of
thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.
18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy
servants.
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?
20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is
this day, to save much people alive.
KJV
Deut 8:16, "Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might
humble thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end"
Ps 46:1-3
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea;
3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling
thereof. Selah.
KJV
Rom 5:3-5
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
5 And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us.
KJV
2 Cor 4:17
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory;
KJV
2 Cor 4:15-18
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15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of
many redound to the glory of God.
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is
renewed day by day.
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory;
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the
things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
James 1:3-4
3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.
4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.
6) The mercy of God's purposes for us (vs. 29-30)
Rom 8:29-30
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that
he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified.
KJV
2 Tim 2:19
19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that
are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.
KJV
Eph 1:11-12
11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of
him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
KJV
Eph 1:5-10
5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will,
6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace;
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath
purposed in himself:
10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:
KJV
If we are to believe in a "God's Will" in our lives, then we are also to believe His Sovereign Will. It is
clear, our response to God's grace is certain, foreknown and foreordained in the mind and will of God.
7) The mercy of God's promises (v.32)
Rom 8:32
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things?
KJV
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He has given His very best for us; how can he not give any side order?
2 Cor 4:15
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many
redound to the glory of God.
KJV
1 Cor 2:12
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might
know the things that are freely given to us of God.
KJV
2 Cor 8:9
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
KJV
2 Peter 1:3
3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
KJV
Ps 84:11, "For the LORD God is a sun and shield: the LORD will give grace and glory: no good thing
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly.
Ps 37:25-26
25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread.
26 He is ever merciful, and lendeth; and his seed is blessed.
8) The mercy of God's justification (v. 33)
Rom 8:33
33 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth.
KJV
1 Cor 6:9-11
9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of God.
11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.
KJV
Rom 4:25-5:2
25 Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification.
1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the
glory of God.
KJV
It is God that declares that a man stands before Him justified on the merit of
Christ's work.
9) The mercy of Christ's intercession (v.34)
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Rom 8:34
34 Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.
KJV
Christ is ever interceding for us. He stands on our behalf. He intervenes.
Heb 9:24
24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us:
KJV
Heb 7:25
25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for them.
KJV
Heb 4:14-16
14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession.
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was
in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.
KJV
1 John 2:1
1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
KJV
Heb 4:14-16
14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession.
15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need.
10) The mercy of the saint's eternal security (vs. 35-39)
Rom 8:35-39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
KJV
"The strong knowledge that there is nothing, living or dead, animate or inanimate, that can breach
the believer's defense and separate him from Whom he is indisolubly attached by faith through Christ
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Jesus." This is a promise of God and He cannot lie and His Word cannot be broken by anyone or
anything.
B) We are to live for Him.
Rom 12:1
12 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
KJV
We are not only to yield our bodies, per se, but to live for Him. Living for Jesus. I'll Live for Him Who
Died for Me…
Phil 1:20-21
20 According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all
boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.
21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
KJV
Rom 6:11-13
11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
KJV
Gal 2:20
20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
KJV
1 Cor 6:20
20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.
KJV
C) We are to prove His perfect will.
Rom 12:2
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
KJV
Eph 5:10
10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord.
KJV
1 Peter 2:5
5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.
KJV
Phil 4:18
18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from
you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.
KJV
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We are also to prove (try) that His will is perfect for us. You do not know any more than what you know
this present. Your will is not His will. Your thoughts
Isa 55:9
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts.
Eph 5:17
17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

Crutches on the Altar
(Taken from the 3/20/98 issue of the "Sword of the Lord" PO Box 1099,
Murfreesboro, TN 37133)
One day a minister received a request from a missionary society to preach a
missionary sermon to be followed by a collection for a certain foreign
field. The minister put his whole soul into the effort, encouraging the
people to give cheerfully for the Lord's work.
After the sermon the collection basket was Passed as usual; but the
minister watched the result with depressed feelings as only small amounts
were dropped in. Evidently his words had not reached the hearts of his
hearers. He noticed how those who were well able to give kept looking at
the time, anxious to be out and about other things.
On the last bench, in the meantime, a battle was waging in the heart of a
poorly clad girl. Through an accident, Margaret had been crippled. She
could not take a step without assistance. One day a kind lady procured a
pair of crutches for her, and since then her life had been much happier.
This Sunday she ventured for the first time to church. What a great
blessing it was to be able to listen to the Gospel once more.
As the usher came near with the basket, Margaret said to herself with a sad
heart, "I have nothing to give-not a cent-and there in the foreign land the
missionaries are expecting our gifts; they need so much to carry on their
work. Oh, what can I do?" These thoughts went through her mind and made
her shudder. "My new crutches could be sold for a sum of money, but I
cannot spare them; I must have them; they are my very life".
"Yes, your life", said a voice within; "but did not Christ give His life
for you? If you give what is your life, some poor souls in Africa will
hear that He is their Savior too. Oh, if you only would!"
Finally a glow came over her face. She pressed, a kiss on the crutches and
waited, her heart pounding.
The collection basket came to where Margaret sat. The usher knew her well.
He gave a friendly nod and was about to pass on. To his astonishment, she
made an effort to lay the crutches on the basket. The man grasped the
situation, took the crutches out of her hand, put them on the basket and
carried them slowly through the aisle, laying them without a word on the
altar.
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Everyone watched him in breathless suspense. They all knew the young girl,
and many eyes filled with tears. The minister, deeply affected, laid his
hand on the crutches and repeated solemnly the words of Jesus: 'She hath
done what she could".
What a stir this incident made in the meeting! Suddenly the perspiration
came on the banker's brow, and he wiped his face with his handkerchief as
he pulled out his pocketbook. The rich lady fumbled about for her purse.
The rich merchant whispered something in the ear of the usher, who passed
the collection basket once more from bench to bench. This time money came
like raindrops.
Quietly and solemnly the people left the church. One lady stepped up to
Margaret and gave back her new crutches. She had redeemed them for the
benefit of the missionaries for the sum of one hundred dollars.
The happy girl returned home, little realizing how much she had done that
day for her Master.
-Author unknown
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