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BUT IF NOT

Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up.
Read whole Daniel 3
Bible Reading

:

Ps 62:1-2, 6-8
1 Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation.
2 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved.
KJV
Ps 62:6-8
6 He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved.
7 In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God.
8 Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
3:1-18 The choice: Bow down or burn up. Apparently forgetting his acknowledgment of the one true God (see
2:47), Nebuchadnezzar made a statue of gold and commanded that it be worshiped. Those who did not do so
would be cast into a fiery furnace (3:1-6). When the signal was given to worship the statue, Daniel's three
friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, refused to do so (3:7-12). Furious over their refusal,
Nebuchadnezzar gave them one last chance to bow down to the statue, and once again they refused. They
declared their faith that God could save them from the furnace and that they would obey God even if he did
not save them (3:13-18).
The dimensions of the statue (6 cubits wide by 60 cubits high) followed the Babylonian numerical system,
which was based on 6 rather than 10. Modern units of measure such as 60 minutes in an hour and 360 degrees
in a circle have Babylonian origins. During their exile in Babylon, Israel adopted Babylonian month names for
their calendar. The measurements of time involved in Daniel's visions of the Tribulation (see exposition on
9:20-27) suggest they adopted the 360-day Babylonian year as well.
3:19-30 The fourth man in the furnace. Daniel's three friends were thrown into the furnace, which had been
made so hot that even the men who threw them in were killed by the heat. Soon, however, Nebuchadnezzar
saw the men walking amid the flames and noticed a fourth man with them, whom he acknowledged as a
"divine being" (3:19-25). Nebuchadnezzar called the men out of the furnace and, upon noticing that they
showed no trace of injury from the fire, once again acknowledged the one true God (3:26-30).
The fourth person in the furnace was "like the Son of God" (3:25, KJV, NKJV) or "like a divine being" (NLT).
Though Nebuchadnezzar could not have known of Christ, the Son of God, Christian scholars through the ages
have believed it was he, in a preincarnate manifestation, who helped Daniel's friends, just as he had helped
Hagar (see exposition on Gen 16) and Joshua (see exposition on Josh 5:13-15).

(from Willmington's Bible Handbook by Harold Willmington Copyright © 1997 by Harold L. Willmington.
Produced with permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc. All rights reserved.)
3:19-30
We will draw our message from verses 16-18… because these verses tell a lot about the faith of Shadrach,
Messhach and Abednego…
Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not
careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will
deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image
which thou hast set up.
A)

Their God
1) A Personal God – “Our God”
Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.
KJV
Ps 62:1-2
1 Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation.
2 He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved.
Isa 12:2
2 Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be afraid: for the LORD JEHOVAH is my
strength and my song; he also is become my salvation.
John 20:28
28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God.
KJV
Phil 3:8-10
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I
may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is
through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death;
KJV
1 Tim 1:1
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ,
which is our hope;
KJV
2 Peter 1:11
11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
KJV
2)

An Able God – “is able”

Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.
KJV
Job 36:5
5 Behold, God is mighty, and despiseth not any: he is mighty in strength and wisdom.
Job 42:2
2 I know that thou canst do every thing, and that no thought can be withholden from thee.
Jer 32:17
17 Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee:
Ps 19:1
19 The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
KJV
Ps 33:6-9
6 By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his
mouth.
7 He gathereth the waters of the sea together as an heap: he layeth up the depth in storehouses.
8 Let all the earth fear the Lord: let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him.
9 For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.
KJV
Isa 40:21-26
21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not
understood from the foundations of the earth?
22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as grasshoppers;
that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in:
23 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of the earth as vanity.
24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root in
the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take
them away as stubble.
25 To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One.
26 Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that bringeth out their host
by number: he calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in
power; not one faileth.
KJV
Matt 19:26
26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things
are possible
3)

A God Who delivers – “to deliver us…” “…and he will delivery us out of thine hand…”
Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden
image which thou hast set up.
KJV

Ps 107:6
6 Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses.
KJV
Ps 107:19-20
19 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses.
20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.
KJV
Ps 107:23-30
23 They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters;
24 These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep.
25 For he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth up the waves thereof.
26 They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of
trouble.
27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wits' end.
28 Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses.
29 He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.
30 Then are they glad because they be quiet; so he bringeth them unto their desired haven.
KJV
1 Sam 17:37
37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the
paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David,
Go, and the LORD be with thee.
Ps 18:16-17
16 He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters.
17 He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too
strong for me.
Ps 63:7
7 Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice.
2 Tim 4:17
17 Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might
be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of
the lion.
Ps 27:1-2
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?
2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they
stumbled and fell.
4)

A sovereign God – “But if not…”
Dan 3:16-18
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are
not careful to answer thee in this matter.
17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the
golden image which thou hast set up.
KJV
Ex 20:3-5
3 Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:

5 Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of
them that hate me;
KJV
Lev 19:4
4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the Lord your God.
KJV
Hab 2:18-20
18 What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and a
teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?
19 Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! Behold, it
is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it.
20 But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him.KJV
Jer 10:1-5
1 Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of Israel:
2 Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of
heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them.
3 For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the
hands of the workman, with the axe.
4 They deck it with silver and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move
not.
5 They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne, because they cannot
go. Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.
KJV
Ps 115:2-8
2 Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God?
3 But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased.
4 Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
5 They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not:
6 They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not:
7 They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they
through their throat.
8 They that make them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.
KJV
Ps 135:15-18
15 The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands.
16 They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not;
17 They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths.
18 They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them.
KJV
B)

But if not…
Job 13:15
15 Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own ways before him.
(KJV)
Job 23:10
10 But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
(KJV)
Ps 23:4
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
(KJV)
Acts 4:17-20

17 But that it spread no further among the people, let us straitly threaten them, that they speak
henceforth to no man in this name.
18 And they called them, and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.
19 But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken
unto you more than unto God, judge ye.
20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.
KJV
Phil 2:5-8
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the
likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.
KJV
1)

I will keep on trusting His ability
“God is able, I will trust Him…”
Ps 62:8
8 Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us.
Selah.
(KJV)
Isa 26:4
4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is everlasting strength:
(KJV)
Ps 71:14
14 But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more.
(KJV)
Ps 73:26-28
26 My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for
ever.
27 For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that go a
whoring from thee.
28 But it is good for me to draw near to God: I have put my trust in the Lord GOD, that I may
declare all thy works.
(KJV)




God has not reduced His ability over time
God has not reduced His ability over our weakness and failures and sins
God has not reduced His ability over our inconsistency unfaithfulness and
untruthfulness

He’s able, He’s able
I know He’s able
I know Lord is able to carry me through
He heals the broken hearted,
He sets the captives free
He makes the lame to walk again and
Cause the blind to see
He’s able, He’s able
I know He’s able
I know my Lord is able to carry me through.
Eph 3:20
20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that worketh in us,

Heb 11:17-19
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises
offered up his only begotten son,
18 Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:
19 Accounting that God was abl
e to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure.
KJV
Heb 7:25
25 Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for them.
KJV
2)

I will keep on loving him
“God loves me, I will embrace Him and hold on…”
1 Cor 2:9
9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart
of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.
(KJV)
Rom 8:28
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his purpose.
(KJV)


God has not changed His love for me. He has given His all for me.
Rom 8:32
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?
Rom 5:8
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.

3)



God has not changed His love for me. He has committed His love for me.
Jer 31:3
3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.



God has not changed His love for me. He had engulfed and protected me with it.
Rom 8:35-39
35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter.
37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

I will keep on following Him
“God understands, I will go on and follow Him…”


God has not changed in His concern for me. Christ went through all my kind of pains.
Heb 4:15-16

15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need.


God has not changed in His concern for me. Christ chose to stand on my behalf
Heb 2:17-18
17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make
reconciliation for the sins of the people.
18 For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them that
are tempted.
Phil 2:6-8
6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men:
8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross.
Rom 8:31-32
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with
him also freely give us all things?
KJV

4)

I will keep on…
a)

Thanking. Paul did.
2 Cor 12:7-10
7 And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be
exalted above measure.
8 For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me.
9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
KJV

b)

Giving. The Macedonian Christians did.
2 Cor 8:1-5
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of
Macedonia;
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of
themselves;
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship
of the ministering to the saints.
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by
the will of God.
KJV

c)

Serving. Epaphroditus did.
Phil 2:25-30

25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in
labour, and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants.
26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had
been sick.
27 For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but
on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow.
28 I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and
that I may be the less sorrowful.
29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation:
30 Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your
lack of service toward me.
KJV
d)

Press on.
2 Cor 11:23-29
23 Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in
stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.
24 Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep;
26 In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils
in the sea, in perils among false brethren;
27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in
cold and nakedness.
28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the
churches.
29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?
KJV
Phil 3:7-14
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung,
that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which
is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings,
being made conformable unto his death;
11 If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I
may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,
14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
KJV

e)

Finish the course
Acts 20:24
24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God.
KJV
2 Tim 4:7-8
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.

KJV

