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WHAT BRINGS PROFIT?

Text/s

:

Eccl 1:3
3 What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?
KJV
Bible reading

:

Ps 143:7-10
7 Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down
into the pit.
8 Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way
wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee.
9 Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me.
10 Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness.
KJV
Song/s

:

INTRODUCTION
From the Reader’s Digest:
Lying on his deathbed, the rich, miserly old man calls to his longsuffering wife, “I want to take all my
money with me,” he tells her. “So promise me you’ll put it in the casket.”
After the man dies, his widow attends the memorial service with her best friend. Just before the
undertaker closes the coffin, she places a small metal box inside.
Her friend looks at her in horror, “Surely,” she says, “you didn’t put the money in there.”
“I did promise him I would,” the widow answers. “So I got it all together, deposited it in my account, and
wrote him a cheque. If he can cash it, he can spend it.”
_________
A man works to eat so he can work again, and go on in this vicious cycle of life! So what’s the purpose of it
all?
__________
Eccl 3:9
9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein he laboureth?
KJV
Eccl 2:22
22 For what hath man of all his labour, and of the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the
sun?
KJV
Eccl 2:1-11
2:1 I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this
also is vanity.
2 I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, What doeth it?

3 I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on
folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the
days of their life.
4 I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards:
5 I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:
6 I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:
7 I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great
and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:
8 I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men
singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.
9 So I was great, and increased more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained
with me.
10 And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for my
heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do:
and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
KJV
Prov 23:4-5
4 Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom.
5 Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as
an eagle toward heaven.
KJV
Isa 55:2-3
2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that which satisfieth not?
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.
3 Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your soul shall live; and I will make an everlasting covenant
with you, even the sure mercies of David.
KJV
Matt 16:26
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?
KJV

AN INTERVIEW WITH GOD
I dreamed I had an interview with God.
“So you would like to interview me?” God asked.
“If You have time,” I said.
God smiled. “My time is eternity; what questions do you have in mind to ask me?”
“What surprises You most about humankind?”
God answered…
“That they get bored with childhood – they rush to grow up and then long to be children again;
“That they lose their health to make money and then lose their money to restore their health;
That by thinking anxiously about the future, they forget the present such that they live in neither
the present nor the future;
That they live as if they will never die, and they die as if they had never lived.
PARADOX OF OUR TIMES
Today we have bigger houses and small families;
More convenience, but less time;
We have more degrees but less common sense;
More knowledge, but less judgment;

We have more experts, but more problems;
More medicines, but less wellness.
We spend too recklessly,
Laugh too little,
Drive too fast,
Get angry too quickly,
Stay up too late,
Read too little
Watch TV too much,
And pray too seldom.
We multiplied our possession, but reduced our values;
We talked too much, love too little, and lie too often;
We’ve learned how to make a living but not a life;
We’ve added years to life but not life to years.
We have taller buildings, but shorter tempers;
Wider freeways, but narrower viewpoints;
We spend more, but have less;
We buy more, enjoy it less.
We’ve been all the way to the moon and back,
But have trouble crossing the street to meet our neighbors;
We’ve conquered outer space, but not inner space;
We’ve split the atom, but not our prejudice.
We write more, learn less;
Plan more, but accomplish less;
We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait;
We have higher incomes, but lower morals.
We build computers to hold more information,
But have less communication;
We are long on quantity, but less on quality.
These are times of fast foods and slow digestion;
Tall men, and short character;
More leisure and less fun;
More kinds of food but less nutrition;
Two incomes…but more divorce;
Fancier houses…but broken homes.
Eccl 2:11
11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do:
and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun.
KJV
Note that these words are not declared by a laborer who lived from hand to mouth – but by a
king, reputed to be the richest and wisest man of all the ages!
Eccl 2:17-18
17 Therefore I hated life; because the work that is wrought under the sun is grievous unto me: for all is vanity
and vexation of spirit.
18 Yea, I hated all my labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man that
shall be after me.
KJV
Eccl 3:13-14
13 And also that every man should eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his labour, it is the gift of God.
14 I know that, whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever: nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from
it: and God doeth it, that men should fear before him.
KJV

1 John 2:16-17
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the
Father, but is of the world.
17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
KJV
Everything under the sun cannot bring real profit. What brings real, true profit (benefit)?

A) Christ in the heart brings profit
Mark 8:36-37
36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
KJV
Profit - opheleo (o-fel-eh'-o); from the same as NT:5622; to be useful, i.e. to benefit: KJV - advantage, better,
prevail, profit.
Matt 16:26
26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?
KJV
Ps 49:17-20
17 For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not descend after him.
18 Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself.
19 He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light.
20 Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish.
KJV
Luke 12:19-21
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink,
and be merry.
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those
things be, which thou hast provided?
21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
KJV
Phil 3:7-10
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.
8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,
9 And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith:
10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death;
KJV
John 10:10-11
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly.
11 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.
KJV
1 John 5:11-13
11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.
12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye
have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.
KJV
1 John 4:9
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him.
KJV
John 11:25-26
25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet
shall he live:
26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
KJV
John 14:6
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
KJV

B) His Word in our lives brings profit
2 Tim 3:16-17
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
KJV
Profitable -- ophelimos (o-fel'-ee-mos); from a form of NT:3786; helpful or serviceable, i.e. advantageous: KJV
- profit (-able).
Ps 19:7-11
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening
the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the
honeycomb.
11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
KJV
Ps 119:97-100
97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.
KJV
Josh 1:8
8 This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that
thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.
KJV
Deut 6:6-9
6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:
7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.
KJV
Deut 8:3
3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not,
neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the Lord doth man live.
KJV
Ps 78:5-7
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to their children:
6 That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise
and declare them to their children:
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments:
KJV
Ps 119:72
72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.
KJV
Ps 119:97-105
97 O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.
98 Thou through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me.
99 I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation.
100 I understand more than the ancients, because I keep thy precepts.
101 I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word.
102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for thou hast taught me.
103 How sweet are thy words unto my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104 Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way.
105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.
KJV
Ps 119:9-11
9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word.
10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.
11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.
KJV
Rom 15:4
4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
KJV
2 Tim 3:15-17
15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness:
17 That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.
KJV
2 Peter 1:19-21
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.
KJV

1 Cor 15:1-4
1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand;
2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.
3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures;
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures:
KJV
John 5:39
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.
KJV
2 Peter 1:4-9
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness;
7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity.
8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.
KJV
1 Tim 4:8
8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come.
KJV
1 Tim 6:6
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
KJV

C) The working of the Spirit in and through us brings profit
1 Cor 12:7
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
KJV
1 Cor 12:7-12
7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.
8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
9 To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
10 To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers
kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body: so also is Christ.
KJV
Profit --sumphero (soom-fer'-o); from NT:4862 and NT:5342 (including its alternate); to bear together
(contribute), i.e. (literally) to collect, or (figuratively) to conduce; especially (neuter participle as a noun)
advantage: KJV - be better for, bring together, be expedient (for), be good, (be) profit (-able for).
Rom 8:9
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

KJV
Rom 8:9-17
9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the
dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh.
13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye
shall live.
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we
may be also glorified together.
KJV
Rom 8:26-27
26 Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but
the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession
for the saints according to the will of God.
KJV
Gal 4:6
6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.
KJV
1 John 4:13
13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
KJV
Gal 5:16
16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.
KJV
Gal 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
KJV
Eph 4:30
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.
KJV
Heb 3:7-8
7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice,
8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
KJV
2 Peter 1:21
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved
by the Holy Ghost.
KJV
1 Tim 4:8
8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that
now is, and of that which is to come.

KJV
2 Tim 1:6-7
6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God , which is in thee by the putting on of
my hands.
7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.
KJV
1 Peter 4:10
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God.
KJV
Rom 12:6-8
6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy
according to the proportion of faith;
7 Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;
8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with
diligence; he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.
KJV
Col 3:23-24
23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;
24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.
KJV
1 Cor 15:58
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
KJV

