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“...Be ye all...
a blessing... according
as... He hath called us to
glory and virtue.”
September 9, 2018

“...behold, I have brought the firstfruits...and thou shalt rejoice
in every good thing which the Lord thy God hath given unto
thee...” (Deut 26:10-11)
“For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might
through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God”
(2 Cor 4:15).

T

he Lighthouse BBC Family of churches will come together next Sunday,
September 16 and celebrate the one day in the year our Thanksgiving
to God through the giving of our Firstfruits. We have awaited this big
day for us and have done good preparation in heart and in substance.
The Bible says in Prov 3:9, “Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with
the firstfruits of all thine increase...” Therefore as His people, we come
together as one and give the most honorable thanksgiving to God through
an offering that represents the first of all His blessings throughout the
whole year.
It will be a whole day celebration next week as we also hold our Joint
Thanksgiving Fellowship Service at 3PM and feature also our various works
in Metro Manila and selected areas.
Come with hearts prepared to offer our thanksgiving to God next week!

It’s Thanksgiving Celebration Through Firstfruits next week!

The Lighthouse Youth Fellowship’s Shadrach Team poses for a picture after receiving the championship trophy for the Bible Drill 2018. Congratulations!

Third Quarter Focus :

Being Proved to be a Blessing
“That the trial of your faith...though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory...of Jesus Christ...” (1 Pet 1:7).

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Special Sunday Lesson
`
TITLE: FIRSTFRUITS - THE GOD HONORING
THANKSGIVING OFFERING
TEXT S :
Deut 26:10-11, “...behold, I have brought the
firstfruits of the land, which thou, O Lord, hast
given me. And thou shalt set it before the Lord
thy God, and worship before the Lord thy God:
and thou shalt rejoice in every good thing which
the Lord thy God hath given unto thee...”
Prov 3:9-10, “Honour the Lord with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine
increase: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
________________________________________________________________
INTRODUCTION
As a New Testament Ekklesia, we are “...built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone...” (Eph 2:20). This means we
should give importance to whatever the Lord
Jesus and the Apostles had commanded and
instructed for us to do. While we are not to be
held by what the Lord God had instructed the
nation of Israel to do, we are careful to do and
observe what the Lord Jesus and His Apostles
instructed and commanded for us to do. The
Lord told the Apostles in Matt 28:20, “Teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you...”
The nation of Israel is described in Acts 7:38
as being a “church in the wilderness.”
Then in 1 Cor 10:1-11, the Apostle Paul cites
the nation of Israel as being examples for them
as an Ekklesia (vs 6, 11).

This means, for how the Lord dealt with them
as a “church in the wilderness,” we can take as
an example to how the Lord also deals with us as
a New Testament Ekklesia.
A) How Israel was God’s peculiar people in the Old
Testament, we as the New Testament Ekklesia are
God’s peculiar people today
Deut 26:18-19, “And the Lord hath avouched
thee this day to be his peculiar people, as he
hath promised thee, and that thou shouldest
keep all his commandments; and to make thee
high above all nations which he hath made, in
praise, and in name, and in honour; and that
thou mayest be an holy people unto the Lord thy
God, as he hath spoken.” Also Deut 14:2.
1 Peter 2:9, “But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.”
B) How God gave Israel their abundant land, He
gave to His New Testament Ekklesia His abundant
GREEN TEAM
Grace
2 Cor 9:8-11, “And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work...Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us
thanksgiving to God.”
C) As God had commanded them to rejoice in
every good thing He has given to them in their
land, we are taught also to give thanks for His
abundant grace
2 Cor 4:15, “For all things are for your sakes, that
the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.”

Eph 3:20-21, “Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh in us,
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.”
D) As how Israel were instructed to give firstfruits
to show their thanksgiving, we are also instructed
to abound in the grace of giving to show our
thanksgiving to Him
2 Cor 9:8-11, “And God is able to make all
grace abound toward you; that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every
good work...Now he that ministereth seed to the
sower both minister bread for your food, and
multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits
of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every
thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through
us thanksgiving to God.”
2 Cor 8:7, “Therefore, as ye abound in every
thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge,
and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see
that ye abound in this grace also.”
As Canaan, God’s promised land to Israel was
abundant for them, so is the Grace of God to the
New Testament Ekklesia. The Apostle Paul tells
the Corinthian church in 1 Cor 1:3-7, “I thank my
God always on your behalf, for the grace of God
which is given you by Jesus Christ; that in every
thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance,
and in all knowledge...So that ye come behind in
no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”
The Lord has bestowed His Grace so
abundantly, aboundingly and manifoldly to the
Lighthouse BBC and all His people. Indeed, we
all have a reason to come together and rejoice in
everything He has given through FIRSTFRUITS!

Top photo, LYF Abednego Team secures the 1st Runner-Up trophy. Lower photo, the LYF Cainta Team secures the 2nd Runner-Up trophy. Congratulations everyone!

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

