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Being
a Blessing
in 2018

1 Pet 3:8-9;2 Pet 1:3
“...Be ye all...

a blessing... according
as... He hath called us to

glory and virtue.”

Eph 1:3, “Blessed be God...Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.”

“The entrance of Thy words
giveth light...” (Ps 119:130a)

These two themes will be before us as we begin this New Year
2018, the first one will last until we have reached our 42nd

year come March 18, 2018.
Next week, our COUNT DOWN for our 42nd Anniversary begins.

1 Peter 3:8-9, “…be ye all of one mind, having compassion
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing:
but contrariwise blessing;

knowing that ye are thereunto called…”

2 Peter 1:3, “…His divine power hath given unto us
all things that pertain unto life and godliness,

through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue…”

This day being the first Sunday of the new year 2018, we begin our year of
“Being a Blessing.”
As I mentioned in my past messages, There is no reason why we cannot be a

blessing because since 2015, we have been progressing in what we should be this
year 2018 as we have gone through themes such as, “The Year of Fruit-Bearing”
(2015), “The Year of Proving” (2016) and “Being Well-Pleasing in 2017.”

We have learned much from the Word with all these themes for the past three
years.  It is therefore but proper that this year, we manifest the transformation
which the Spirit and the Word brought into our lives and ministries as a Lighthouse
Bible Baptist Church.  And that simply means, we should have learned by now how
to be a blessing.

We begin this theme with the recognition of our being, not simply as individuals,
but as a people of God, as an Ekklesia of our Lord Jesus Christ.

As a body of people, we have our corporate being.  Paul says in 1 Cor 12:12, “For
as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one being
being many, are one body: so also is Christ.”  In verse 27 he continues, “Now ye
are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”

So, we see, that as a body, we are a “being” in this world.  We are to not simply
be heard, but felt, tasted, even held by everyone around us.  When the Lord Jesus
came, the disciples appreciated His being.  In fact, John writes in 1 John 1:1,
“That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled,of the
Word of lilfe.”  Moreover, in John 1:14,16, John also writes, “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only
Begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth...and of His fulness have all we
received, and grace for grace.”

So therefore, this is the year when, as God’s people, everywhere He places us,
as individuals, as families, as workers, as employees, as employers and as a church,
an Ekklesia of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us be a blessing - and simply because we
have our being blessed, transformed us into being such! -PRA
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Top photo, Pastor Bong leads the song service during the Joint New Year’s Service of Lighthouse BBC Tatalon and the three Metro Manila works.  Lower photo, Brother Dick Ku sings
about the goodness of God during the same service.  The New Year’s Service ended with picture taking of families.
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TITLE : OUR CALLING
TEXT :

1 Peter 3:8-9, “…be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as brethren, be
pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or
railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing;
knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye
should inherit a blessing.”

2 Peter 1:3, “…His divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that hath called us
to glory and virtue…”
________________________________________________________________

INTRODUCTION

As we being the New Year 2018 and as we
consider the key verses which guide us in our
theme, Being a Blessing in 2018, it is worth
considering the calling that we have as God’s
people, which the Apostle Peter mentions in our
texts above.

Consider our calling:

A) We are called according to His purpose and
Grace.  This means that in addition to His Purpose,
Grace is also both active in our calling.

2 Tim 1:9, “Who hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to his own purpose and grace,

which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began..”

1 Peter 5:10, “But the God of all grace, who
hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ
Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.”

Rom 8:28, “And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.”

B)  We are called by the Gospel
2 Thess 2:14, “Whereunto he called you by our

gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

C)  We were called out of darkness into His
marvelous light

1 Peter 2:9, “But ye are a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of
him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.”

D)  We are called unto the fellowship of Christ
1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by whom ye were

called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ
our Lord.”

E)  We are called unto holiness
1 Thess 4:7, “For God hath not called us unto

uncleanness, but unto holiness.”
1 Peter 1:15, “15 But as he which hath called

you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation.”

F)  We were called and left with an example
1 Peter 2:21, “For even hereunto were ye

called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
step.”

G)  We are to be worthy of our calling
Eph 4:1-3

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one
another in love; endeavouring to keep the unity
of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

- to be continued -


