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“And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord,
and unto us by the will of God” (2 Cor 8:5).
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service” (Rom 12:1)

A

s we come to just about a month away from our 41st Annivesary and Sacrificial
Celebration, and as we prepare to please God with our sacrificial offerings, we should
well understand from the two verses above that they are the living sacrifices who
give the well pleasing sacrifices to God.
This truth is evident in the example of the Macedonian churches which include the believers
in Philippi. Paul tells this church in Phil 4:15-18, “...when I departed from Macedonia, no
church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only...I have all, and
abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an
odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.” And clearly, we find in this
passage that they gave an acceptable and wellpleasing sacrifice before God.
How did they do it? No, it was not at all in the amount they gave, but it was because they
“..first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God.” There was
therefore no problem that inspite of being in deep poverty and facing great trial of affliction,
they gave sacrificially.
How does one first give himself to God? By doing what Paul says, “I beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom 12:1).

If I may paraphrase
what Paul says here,
“I appeal to you,
brethren, come to
God in sensible worship, putting in mind the
many acts of mercy He extends to you, and
bringing with you a holy and acceptable
sacrifice - your ownselves, your whole being
with all your members and faculties.”

Countdown to
41st Anniversary and
Sacrificial Celebration:
4 (four) weeks

The cast of Mga Munting Ilaw uses, for the first time, the newly constructed Great Commission Television (GCTV) Studio located within the premises of
the Lighthouse BBC Tatalon. The Mga Munting Ilaw Kids Show is the first GCTV produced program on GCTV, Ch 185 on CIGNAL.
First Quarter Focus :

B e in g W e ll P le a s in g in S a c r if ic e
Phil 4:18, “...having received...from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.”

"Unto H im be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Lesson No. 1Thes103016-06
TITLE : THE RETURN OF TIMOTHEUS
TEXT : 1 THES 3:6-13
________________________________________________________________
INTRODUCTION
In our past lesson, we learned about how the
Apostle sent back Timothy to Thessalonica to
establish them and to comfort them concerning
the faith.
In this lesson we will see the return of Timothy
along with the good report he brings to Paul.

John writes in 3 John 4, “I have no greater
joy than to hear that my children walk in
truth.”
2) Their remembrance of Paul and longing for
Paul
1 Thess 3:6, “...and that ye have good
remembrance of us always, desiring greatly
to see us, as we also to see you.”
Their personal love for the man of God who
brought to them the truth of the Gospel was
a precious thing to the Apostle.
Heb 13:7, “Remember them which have the
rule over you, who have spoken unto you
the word of God:...

A) The good news (v 6)
B) Paul’s delight over the good news (vs 7-8)
1) The faith and charity of the Thessalonian
1) He was comforted.
church.
1 Thess 3:7, “Therefore, brethren, we were
1 Thess 3:6, “...when Timotheus came from
comforted over you in all our affliction and
you unto us, and brought us good tidings of
distress by your faith.”
your faith and charity...”
In the midst of painful persecution he faced
This was good news to the Apostle, to hear
on behalf of the Gospel, Paul was greatly
about the faith and love of the Thessalonian
comforted when he heard of their
church.
continued faith and love.
In chapter 1 of the Epistle, we see how the
2) The good news gave him new life and vigor
Thessalonian believers “received the word
1 Thess 3:8, “For now we live, if ye stand
in much affliction, with joy of the Holy
fast in the Lord.”
Ghost..” From this point in their lives, they
The news did not just give him joy and
became an example to all who believe in
comfort. It gave him a great refreshing in
Macedonia and Achaia and were even
life. As Paul was ready to die for the sake of
commended by Paul for having sounded out
the Gospel, he was ready to live with every
the Word of the Lord in other places. What
news concerning faith and love of those he
then can be more joyful to hear than they
ministered to.
have not let up but even more, manifesting
their faith and love. What more can Paul
C) Paul’s thanksgiving and prayer for the
say than “..ye are our glory and joy” (1 Thes
Thessalonian church
2:20).
1) His thanksgiving
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a) He thanks God for them
He thanks God for the Thessalonians, for
their faith and love
b) He thanks God for his own joy
1 Thess 3:9, “For what thanks can we
render to God again for you, for all the joy
wherewith we joy for your sakes before
our God.”
c) He adds prayer to his thanksgiving
1 Thess 3:10, “Night and day praying
exceedingly that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in
your faith?

The main fellowship group of all adults in Lighthouse, the Household of Aquila and Priscilla (HAP) centered their presentation last week on giving a
sacrifice acceptable and well pleasing to God.

"Unto H im be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

