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“...behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the land, which thou, O Lord,
hast given me. And thou shalt set it before the Lord thy God, and worship
before the Lord thy God” (Deut 26:10).

I

n four weeks, on September 17, we shall come together as a people of God, as a
Lighthouse Bible Baptist Church, and offer to God what represents our
thanksgiving offering (in form of Firstfruits) for all His goodness and blessings for
a whole year. We will be doing this not simply as individual recipients of all His
blessings, but as an Ekklesia, a people called by His Grace.
Firstfruits is the specified kind of giving in the Bible that is described as Godhonoring. And because it is mainly taught as a thanksgiving offering to God, it is
something that should be taken willingly by all God’s people.
Grace giving, or giving according to the Grace of God, is a kind of giving which is
not bound or limited by any law, limitations or even barriers. It is such because it is
based upon the enabling and abounding grace of our God.
As natural men, we are always limited in everything we do by dictates of our own
weaknesses, frailties, circumstances and influence of everything around us. When
we are weak and poor, we are held back by needs. And when we are enriched, we are
held back by covetousness. In both cases, we fail to overcome the flesh and the
natural tendencies of people outside of Christ.
But when we received the Grace of God, firstly in salvation, the same grace
enables us to go beyond any dictates of the flesh. As we realize the grace of God, we
act and move according to such grace.
The grace of God has so enriched us beyond what we can imagine. 2 Cor 8:9 says,
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.”
Since He has done this for us, then it is but fitting that we honor Him with the
same! Prov 3:9 says, “Honour the Lord with thy substance (wealth), and with the
firstfruits of all thine increase (income).”

“Honour the Lord with thy substance (wealth),
and with the firstfruits of all thine increase
(income)” (Prov 3:9).

The Lighthouse District 1 illustrates the abounding grace of God in the New Testament Church during their presentation last Sunday night.
Third Quarter Focus :

B e in g W e ll P le a s in g t o G o d in T h a n k s g iv in g a n d P r a is e
Heb 13:15-16, “...offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually...to do good and to communicate forget not...for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Am en" (Eph. 3:21)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Lesson No. 2Thes070217-02
TITLE

: PAUL’S ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE
THESSALONIAN BELIEVERS
TEXT : 2 THES 1:1-12
________________________________________________________________

2 Thess 1:5, “...that ye may be counted
worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye
also suffer.”
5) Their tribulation help bring glory to Christ.
2 Thess 1:12, “That the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye
in him, according to the grace of our God
and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

INTRODUCTION
B) They would victoriously escape the tribulation
of God.
1) The time of this tribulation.
2 Thess 1:7, “...when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty
angels.” See also Mt 13:39, 41,49; 16:27;
24:31; 25:31).
2) The nature of this tribulation.
2 Thess 1:8, “:In flaming fire taking
A) They could victoriously endure the sufferings
vengeance on them...”
1) Their tribulations help them to grow in
3) The recipients of this tribulation.
faith.
a) 2 Thess 1:8, “...them that know not
2 Thess 1:3, “We are bound to thank God
God...” See Rom 1:18-20; 2:12-16.
always for you, brethren...because that
b) 2 Thess 1:8, “...and that obey not the
your faith groweth exceedingly...” Our
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ....”
attachment to God’s Word becomes clearer
4) The results of this tribulation.
and stronger as we go through difficulties in
2 Thess 1:9, “Who shall be punished with
life.
everlasting destruction from the presence
2) Their tribulations help them to abound in
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.”
love.
As God is holy and righteous, He cannot
2 Thess 1:3, “...charity of every one of you
leave sin unpunished. A god who cannot
all toward each other aboundeth...” See 1
punish evil is no god at all. We should never
John 2:5; Rom 5:3-5.
think that because God is love, that He
3) Their tribulations help them increase their
would sacrifice His being a God of
steadfastness (patience).
righteousness on the altar of love.
2 Thess 1:4, “So that we ourselves glory in
The word destruction here never means
you in the churches of God for your patience
annihilation. It means loss of well-being, or
and faith in all your persecutions and
ruin as far as the purpose of existence is
tribulations that ye endure.”
concerned.
4) Their tribulations help them fit for God’s
The punishment of the wicked includes
Kingdom.
banishment or eternal separation from the
presence of God.
As studied during the introduction to the book of
2 Thessalonians, the believers then were under
severe persecution for their faith in Christ. Paul
now writes to assure them that what they are
going through is not the great tribulation. He
also explains why they are allowed by God to go
through such sufferings.

WATCH The
LIGHTHOUSE
CAFE TV TALK
SHOW and MGA
MUNTING ILAW
every Saturday;
and THE PULPIT, featuring our Sunday
morning services, every Sunday on
GCTV, Ch 185 on CIGNAL. Both these
programs are seen every 4am, 10am,
4pm and 10pm on said days. The Mga
Munting Ilaw Kids
Show is seen
every Saturday
and Sunday, 12n
and 5pm. To view
the programs in
YouTube, simply search for the Lighthouse BBC Channel. Also check the
Great Commission TV FB Page.
OUR SUNDAY MORNING SERVICES,
“THE PULPIT”, PARTICULARLY,
THE MORNING PREACHING, WILL BE
AIRED LIVE FROM 11AM TO 12NOON
OVER GCTV, CH 185 ON CIGNAL.

BE BACK THIS
AFTERNOON AT 4PM
AS PASTOR REUBEN
MEETS WITH ALL
FELLOWSHIP GROUPS
AND DISTRICTS.

Clockwise from the top, 30 graduates of the Lighthouse-Unilab-KKFI Livelihood Program take picture during their graduation ceremony last Sunday night; Pastor Reuben poses with
members of the Audio Engineering Society Phil Section (AESPH) as they concluded a seminar on Church Sound System and Acoustics at the World Trade Center; the Board Members
of the Great Commission Television (GCTV) take picture with the staff, crew and volunteers during the 1st Anniversary celebration of the Cable TV Channel last Monday.

"Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Am en" (Eph. 3:21)

