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“And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the Lord thy God with a tribute of a
freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the Lord thy God, according
as the Lord thy God hath blessed thee: and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God,
thou, and thy son...daughter...manservant...maidservant, and the Levite...the
stranger...fatherless...widow, that are among you, in the place which the Lord thy God
hath chosen to place his name there. And thou shalt remember that thou wast a
bondman in Egypt...
“Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lord thy God
which he hath given thee” (Deut 16:10-12, 17).

T

he above passage serves as the very first instruction of God for the nation of Israel on
how they were to offer thanksgiving to Him as His people. This command was given in
more detail as they possessed the land which God had promised them. Deut 26:1-2 says,
“And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee for an
inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein; that thou shalt take of the first of all the
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fruit of the earth,
which thou shalt bring
of thy land that the
Lord thy God giveth
thee, and shalt put it
in a basket, and shalt go unto the place which
the Lord thy God shall choose to place his
name there.” And thus began the formal giving
of Firstfruits by the people of God.
Israel as a nation and the Ekklesia in our
age stand with common distinction as a people
of God. Both of them are God’s peculiar
people. Take note of Deut 14:2, “...thou art
an holy people unto the Lord thy God, and the
Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar people

A Blessed
Firstfruits Sunday
to Everyone!
WATCH
The
LIGHTHOUSE
CAFE TV TALK
SHOW, seen
every Saturday;
and THE PULPIT, featuring our Sunday
morning services, every Sunday on
GCTV, Ch 88 on CIGNAL.
Both shows are aired 4-5am/
10-11am/4-5pm/10-11pm.
To view the programs in YouTube, simply
search for the Lighthouse Bible Baptist
Church Channel and subscribe.
Share with your friends!

The Pastoral Staff as they encourage everyone in Lighthouse BBC to prepare for Firstfruits.

Third Quarter Focus :
“Provin g th e G ood, A cceptable, Perfect W ill of G od.”
Rom 12:2, “...prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

"Unto H im be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

unto himself, above all the nations that are upon
the earth.” And then, referring to the Ekklesia,
Peter says, 1 Peter 2:9, “ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation,
a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light;” and Paul in
Titus 2:14, “Who gave himself for us, that he
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify
unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.”
Indeed, both have been recipients of God’s
mighty works, for Israel, their emancipation
from Egypt’s bondage to their inheritance of
the Promised land; and for the Ekklesia, as Peter
descirbes in 1 Peter 2:10, “Which in time past
were not a people, but are now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy.”
As the nation of Israel then had much reason
to give thanks and rejoice, the Ekklesia, too,
as the Lighthouse BBC is, has much reason to
come together today, to offer our Firstfruits
and give thanks to God.
From the above text, let us draw some
principles that should serve as guide in our giving
of thanks today through Firsfruits:
First, that Firstfruits is a “tribute” “a
freewill offering of thine hand” (v10). It is thus
given willingly, freely, in today’s term, voluntary.
We give Firstfruits without any force and this
is something that is learned especially by yielded
believers.
Secondly, it is given “according as the Lord
thy god hath blessed thee” (v10b). We all will
acknowledge that there is none among us in
Lighthouse BBC who was not blessed of God,
and His blessings come by different ways and

forms, physically, materially, spiritually. The
only thing is for us to be grateful to God for
each one of them. Did not one favorite song
we have says, Count your blessings, name them
one by one, count your many blessings, see what
God had done!
Thirdly, it is given in rejoicing. The command
says, “...and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord
thy God...” (v11a). The Apostle Paul was
emphatic as he says in 2 Cor 9:7, “Every man
according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver.”
Fourthly, Firstfruits is given corporately,
together by the people of God. See how God
even names them who were with His people:
“...thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and
thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the
Levite that is within thy gates, and the
stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow,
that are among you...” (v11b). We can also
take note that as it is given corporately, each
one must take it as his/her responsibility. Deut
16:17, “Every man shall give as he is able,
according to the blessing of the Lord thy God
which he hath given thee.”
Fifthly, what we are as an Ekklesia is
amazingly inferred to or made referenced to in
Deut 16:11 as the Lord tells them, “in the place
which the Lord thy God hath chosen to place
his name there.”
As we all know, the Ekklesia is one institution
that bears and lifts up the Name of Christ, and,
as it is, this is the place, the body which should
give glory to Him. Eph 3:21 says, “Unto him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end. Amen.” Isn’t this
reference amazing?

Then, finally, Firstfruits is given in
remembrance of what the Lord had done for
us. See how God told them, Deut 16:12, “And
thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman
in Egypt...”
In Deut 26:5-10, we will find how the whole
nation of Israel, as they gave their Firstfruits,
would recite altogether everything that God
had done for them, how that in Egypt they were
evil entreated, afflicted and were placed in hard
bondage. Then they cried to the Lord and He
heard them and brought them forth with a
mighty hand, an outstretched arm, with great
terribleness, signs and wonders. He brought
them and gave them their land.
So it is with us today as an Ekklesia. May all
these principles guide us and make us indeed as
God’s peculiar people!
- PRA

Buy your copies now of this new
Bible. See Pr. Rey Balagtas.

Top picture, the Pastoral Staff illustrate how everyone’s heart must be right as Firstfruits Offerings are given. Lower pictures, Pastor Reuben being
interviewed as he signs books at the Manila International Book Fair. Right photo, Jairus and EJ interview Learning Time along with Kaye de Leon.
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