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“Now they which were scattered
abroad upon the persecution
that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and
Cyprus, and Antioch...and some
of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, which, when they were
come to Antioch, spake unto the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the
Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and
turned unto the Lord” (Acts 11:19-21)

I

t thrills me as your Pastor to witness how our adults, led by our Pastors Men and Sentinels,
presented the HAP play last Sunday night taken from the message I preached last March 22
during our Victory Fellowship night at the Bayanihan Center.
Picking up from our anniversary theme, “These Forty Years and Onwards,” I used as my text,
Acts 11:19-30 and Acts 13:1-4.
From these verses we see the narrative concerning the beginning of the Antioch church and
how the grace of God was seen in them as witnessed by Barnabas (Acts 11:23).
As a New Testament Church of the Lord Jesus, we believe that we should be patterned after the
churches which we find in the New Testament. And for how the Grace of God was seen in their
work, we pray that the same be manifested in us.
The cited verses, starting with the text above, indicate to us, even in our day, how we should

1 Thes 5:21
“Prove all things;
hold fast that which
is good.”
April 10, 2016

move forward as a work of God after seeing the
fruitfull 40 years that God bestowed to us. I
reiterate what our adults cited in their play and
let us, as a work of God, move together with
these things in mind:
1) Let us move forward keeping our attachment to the Word of God (Acts 11:19);
2) Let us move forward, going beyond the
familiar and the status quo (Acts 11:19-20);
3) Let us move forward, overcoming the indifference and discrimination of others (Acts
11:26);
4) Let us move forward and leave being at the
receiving end, instead, giving, helping, ministering (Acts 11:29-30);
5) Let us move forward into greater obedience to God (Acts 13:1-3);
6) Let us move forward, going beyond borders and willingly going through every door of
faith and opportunity which God opens for us.
May these points and examples of the Antioch
church also be manifested in all Lighthouse BBC
related works and ministries!

The Lighthouse BBC over-all Adults Fellowship, the Household of Aquila and Priscilla, render the finale of their short play based on Pastor Reuben’s
message, “What We Will Do Onwards” delivered during the Victory Fellowship at the Bayanihan Center last March 22, 2016.

Second Quarter Focus :
“Provin g th e W ord of G od.”
Acts 17:11, “...they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

"Unto H im be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON
Lesson No. Phil052415-011

B) Writer
The Apostle Paul (1:1; 3:4-6).

TITLE

: REVIEW OF THE EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE C) Date and Location
PHILIPPIANS
Since Paul seemed confident of either
________________________________________________________________ acquittal or release from prison (1:19, 25; 2:24),
he probably wrote Philippians toward the end of
INTRODUCTION
his time of house arrest, AD61, about a year
after he wrote Ephesians and Colossians.
Philippians was one of Paul’s “prison Epistles”
like Ephesians and Colossians, though it was
D) Timeline
probably written some time later than the
- AD35: Paul’s conversion
others. Tychicus carried the Colossian and
- AD51: Paul in Philippi on second missionary
Ephesian epistles while Philippians was taken to
journey
Philippi by Epaphroditus (2:25). It is more likely
- AD57: Paul in Philippi on third missionary
that Paul wrote Philippians during his house
journey.
arrest at Rome (Acts 28:30) because of
- AD60-62: Paul imprisoned in Rome, writes
references to the “palace” and “Caesar’s
Phillippians.
household” (1:13; 4:22).
- AD67: Paul martyred.
A) Background
Paul pioneered the Philippian church during
his second missionary journey (Acts 16:11-40).
About ten years later, as he was imprisoned in
Rome, he wrote this Epistle as commendation to
the church for their testimony.
The believers at Philippi, the main city of
Macedonia, had assisted in Paul’s support while
he was at Thessalonica and Corinth (4:15-16; 2
Cor 11:9). Some years laster, upon hearing of his
imprisonment in Rome, they sent Epaphroditus
to Rome with another financial gift, which was
probably what enabled Paul to live in his own
rented house (Acts 28:30) rather than in jail.
While in Rome, Epaphroditus became ill and
nearly died (2:27). When he recovered, Paul
used the occasion of his return to Philippi to
send this letter, essentially a thank-you note for
their gift.

E) Purpose of writing
1) To thank the Philippian believers for their
generous gift;
2) To address problems in the Philippian
church, especially the disharmony between
Euodia and Syntyche.
3) To refute the teachings of the Judaizers (3:13) and of some who were going to the
opposite extreme (3:18-19).
F) About the Philippian church
The Philippian church began with Lydia and
certain other women, and shortly afterwards
included the Philippian jailer and his family (Acts
16). It soon became the church that gave the
Apostle Paul more personal satisfaction than
any of the others, and his epistle reflects his
deep love for them as cited in Phil 1:3-8; 4:1, 15-

19, as well as his testimony concerning them in 2
Cor 8:1-5.
The letter to the Philippians does not reveal
any serious problems in the church, in contrast
to the problems in Corinth and Galatia, although
here was a certain amount of disharmony that
Paul seeks to correct (2:2-3; 4:1-3). He also
warned them of any potential false teachers
from the outside, and tried to encourage them in
relation to the persecutions which were
confronting them (3:2; 1:29).
G) Keys
1) Key chapter: Chapter 2, Christ the Believer’s
Pattern.
2) Key verse: Phil 2:5.
3) Key Word: Joy (Rejoice)
4) Key phrase: Rejoice in the Lord.
5) Key thought: Christian Experience.
H) Significant verses:
1) Life’s Purpose: “For to me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain” (1:21)
2) Life’s Pattern: “Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus” (2:5).
3) Life’s Prize: “I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus” (3:14).
4) Life’s Power: “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me” (4:13).

Commit to faithfully attend
Sunday School as we begin the
study of the Epistle of Paul to
the Colossians beginning next
Sunday, April 17.

Above photos show some scenes from the HAP’s presentation last Sunday night illustrating the points from Pastor Reuben message, “What We Will Do
Onwards,” picking up from the anniversary theme, “These Forty Years and Onwards.”

"Unto H im be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen" (Eph. 3:21)

